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OVERVIEW

In this magazine, 
readers will learn 
about Brazil from 
the arrival of the 
earliest Europeans 
through the 
end of its 
constitutional 
monarchy. Dig: 

Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty 
includes information about indigenous 
peoples and species as well as the slave 
trade and folklore.

1

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

How did environmental and human factors 
affect the development of Brazil?
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Using This Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, ideal for providing 
interdisciplinary instruction of social studies and science content as well as core literacy 
concepts. Find practical advice for teaching individual articles or use a mini-unit that helps 
your students make cross-text connections as they integrate ideas and information.  

READ INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 13

Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching literacy concepts and content area knowledge. For each 

individual article in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS Speaking and Listening 1, 2, 4

Writing/Speaking and Listening
CCSS Writing 1, 2, 3 & 6

CCSS Speaking and Listening 1, 2, 4

Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies 

Next Generation Science Standards

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 14 – 16

Magazine articles can easily be grouped to make cross-text 

connections and comparisons. Our Mini-Unit allows students 

to read and discuss multiple articles and integrate ideas and 

information (CCSS.Reading.9). Discussing multiple articles 

(CCSS.Reading.9) prepares students to write texts to share and 

publish in a variety of ways (CCSS.Writing.2).

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS Reading 4

ARTICLES

SOCIAL 
STUDIES

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading and Text Analysis
CCSS Reading 1-10

Essential Question
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Skills and Standards Overview

Essential Question: How did environmental and human factors affect the development of Brazil?

MAGAZINE  
ARTICLES

CORE CONTENT 
CONCEPT

LITERACY  
SKILLS

CORRESPONDING CCSS 
ANCHOR STANDARDS

The ‘Discovery’ of Brazil
Expository Nonfiction

The past can be best 
understood by utilizing and 
evaluating multiple sources and 
the contexts of their creation. 

•	 Close Reading
•	 Determine Author’s 

Purpose
•	 Analyze an Argument
•	 Write a Persuasive Text

Reading 1, 2, 3, 6 & 8
Writing 1

Why Portugal?
Expository Nonfiction

A single historical event can 
shape significant historical 
change. 

•	 Close Reading
•	 Interpret Figurative 

Language
•	 Interpret Visual 

Information
•	 Give a Multimedia 

Presentation

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 7
Writing 2
Speaking & Listening 4, 5 & 6

Organizing a New Land
Expository Nonfiction

Spatial patterns of political 
activities change over time due 
to interactions with distant and 
nearby places.

•	 Close Reading
•	 Analyze Text Structure
•	 Evaluate Evidence
•	 Write a Letter

Reading 1, 2, 3, 5 & 8
Writing 3

Let Me Introduce You
Expository Nonfiction

Spatial patterns of economic 
activities change over time due 
to interactions with distant and 
nearby places. 

•	 Close Reading
•	 Determine Author’s 

Purpose
•	 Compare Themes
•	 Present an Opinion

Reading 1, 2, 3, 6 & 9
Speaking & Listening 1 & 4

A Need for Workers
Expository Nonfiction

Spatial patterns of economic 
activities change over time due 
to interactions with distant and 
nearby places.

•	 Close Reading
•	 Interpret Figurative 

Language
•	 Interpret Visual 

Information
•	 Write a Poem

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 7
Writing 3

Gold Extends the Treaty
Expository Nonfiction

Spatial patterns of economic 
activities change over time due 
to interactions with distant and 
nearby places.

•	 Close Reading
•	 Evaluate Word Choice
•	 Analyze Text Structure
•	 Debate a Topic

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6
Speaking & Listening 1, 4 & 6

Colonial Amazonia
Expository Nonfiction

Spatial patterns of economic 
activities change over time due 
to interactions with distant and 
nearby places.

•	 Close Reading
•	 Determine Author’s 

Purpose
•	 Interpret Visual 

Information
•	 Research and Write an 

Essay

Reading 1, 2, 3, 6 & 7
Writing 2

A Kingdom of Brazil
Expository Nonfiction

Changes in the political 
structure of governments are 
examples of historical change. 

•	 Close Reading
•	 Analyze Text Structure
•	 Analyze an Argument
•	 Conduct a Survey

Reading 1, 2, 3, 5 & 8
Speaking & Listening 1 & 6

The Amazonian Rainforest
Expository Nonfiction

Culture influences the way 
people modify and adapt to 
their environments.

•	 Close Reading
•	 Analyze Word Choice
•	 Interpret Visual 

Information
•	 Write a Graphic Story

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 7
Writing 3

Meet Saci
Expository Nonfiction

People’s perspectives shape the 
fictional sources they create. 

•	 Close Reading
•	 Analyze Text Structure
•	 Determine Author’s 

Purpose
•	 Present a Skit

Reading 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6
Writing 3
Speaking & Listening 1 & 6

Comparing Texts: Reading 9
Mini-Unit: Reading 1, 2 & 3; Writing 2
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ARTICLE: The ‘Discovery’ of Brazil
Magazine pages 2 - 3, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Persuasive Text  Write an essay to persuade your classmates that one of the 

theories is a better interpretation of events than the others. Use details from the text 

and further research you’ve conducted to support your argument. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 What do the questions about Manuel I suggest about his motives and 

character? Cite details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	How do the quotation marks around the word “discovery” help illustrate the 

main idea? What is that main idea?  CCSS Reading 2

•	 Make a Venn diagram of the relationships among varying views on the 

discovery. Make side notes on who holds each view and the reasons for their 

interpretation.  CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

•	 Determine Author’s Purpose  Why did the author choose the details 

presented? What do they suggest about the purpose of the article?  CCSS 

Reading 6

•	 Analyze an Argument  Trace the argument for each theory presented in 

the text and determine if the evidence supporting it is valid, sufficient, and 

relevant.  CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Introduce students to the stories of Lief Erikson, Amerigo Vespucci, and 

Christopher Columbus. Discuss the merits of the claims that each discovered 

America. Then ask why the peoples who were in America when these three 

arrived aren’t considered discoverers.  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
deviation (p. 3)  an action, 

behavior, or condition that is different 

from what is usual or expected

hitherto (p. 3)  before this time

interpret (p. 3)  to understand 

(something) in a specified way

English Language Arts  What other 
terms could replace “discover” to 
describe the arrival of the Portuguese 
in Brazil? Use a dictionary and 
thesaurus to help you find the best 
word and then write a paragraph to 
explain why it’s the best.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  The past can be 
best understood by utilizing and 
evaluating multiple sources and the 
contexts of their creation. 

CORE CONTENT

The term “discovery” can be interpreted based on point 

of view and context. There are questions surrounding the 

official version of the story of the discovery of Brazil. 
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ARTICLE: Why Portugal?
Magazine pages 4 - 7, Expository Nonfiction     

SPEAKING

Give a Multimedia Presentation  Complete the KWL chart on Portugal that you 

began in the Prepare to Read activity above. Create a short presentation using your 

preferred media to answer the question posed by the article title. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 What can you infer about the importance of navigation during the era of 

exploration? Use details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	Locate the main idea. How does each section of the text help the author develop 

the main idea?  CCSS Info Text 2

•	 How did the “discovery” of the Americas influence relationships among 

European powers? Use details from the text to trace the impact.  CCSS Info Text 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Interpret Figurative Language  What did Francis I mean when he said he 

didn’t know “Adam had decreed that the world was to be divided between the 

Portuguese and Spanish”?  CCSS Reading 4

•	 Interpret Visual Information  Relate each image to the main text. How do they 

improve your understanding of the main themes?  CCSS Reading 7

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students why they think Portugal may have been desired by the 

Europeans. Have students complete the K and W sections of a KWL chart 

about Portugal. (See KWL Chart: Portugal on page 19.) 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
ascertain (p. 7) to learn or find 

out (something, such as information 

or the truth)

implication (p. 5)  a possible 

future effect or result

jurisdiction (p. 5)  the power or 

right to govern an area

Technology  Study methods for 
determining latitude and longitude. 
How has this technology developed 
over time? 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  A single historical 
event can shape significant historical 
change. 

CORE CONTENT

Columbus’s voyage to the New World was the impetus 

for the Treaty of Tordesillas, which gave Brazil to the 

Portuguese.  
Le
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When news of the Treaty of 

Tordesillas reached Francis I 

of France, he supposedly 

said that he had never 

heard that Adam had 

decreed that the world was to be divided between the 

Portuguese and Spanish. But that is exactly what was 

stated in the treaty signed by the Portuguese king, 

John II, and by Isabel (also spelled Isabella) and 

Fernando (also spelled Ferdinand), the rulers of 

Castile and Aragon in what is today Spain,

The provisions of the document divided the 

world along a meridian line calculated 370 

leagues west of Cape Verde, a group of islands 

by Amelia Polonia

Illustrated by Sophie Kittredge

Portugal?
Why

Adam, in many faiths, is considered to be either 
the first man or the first prophet on earth.

Leagues are units of measurement of length. One 
league equals about three miles.

5

in the Atlantic Ocean. Accordingly, the treaty 

proclaimed that all the territories and seas already 

“discovered” or those to be discovered in the future 

be divided in accordance with that line between 

the Portuguese and the Spanish. Not included, of 

course, were Europe and the lands already 

belonging to the Christian political powers.

Enter Columbus
The Treaty of Tordesillas, with the tremendous 

implications of its provisions, is indeed a very 

important landmark in Early Modern European 

history, as it affected not only Spain and Portugal, 

but also nations around the world. What triggered 

the rush to draft such a document? The answer is 

simple—the “discovery” of America by Columbus, 

a Genoese merchant and seafarer who first offered 

his services to the king of Portugal, when he 

proposed finding a maritime route westward to 

India. Portugal’s John II refused the offer, since he 

had information, based on journeys in the South 

Atlantic, that the passage to the Indian Ocean 

would be found by circumnavigating the southern 

tip of Africa. And, in fact, the Portuguese explorer 

Bartolomeu Dias did just that in 1488. 

But Columbus was not to be deterred. He 

offered his services to Fernando and Isabel, who 

did fund an expedition to search for the sea route 

to India by heading west. Columbus first reached 

the Bahamas, more precisely Guanahani Island, 

in the Caribbean. His ship, named Pinta, landed 

there on October 12, 1492, and he called it “San 

Salvador.” Columbus reported that he had 

discovered a new land, and Isabel and Fernando 

asked for jurisdiction. But Portugal was not about 

to stand idly by.

Agreeing to Agree
The Portuguese also began to claim that they 

had rights to the Caribbean lands, citing 

previously issued papal bulls as justification. 

While the pope was considered the ruling 

authority with regard to diplomatic negotiations 

among Christian kings, he was not totally 

impartial. Rather, he was influenced by the 

intense lobbying that the representatives of 

Christian rulers carried on in Rome. So, as the 

June 7, 1494: The Spanish 
ambassador (white-bearded and 
dressed in a reddish garment) 
and his Portuguese counterpart 
(in a gold vest) sign the Treaty 
of Tordesillas.

Papal bulls are formal proclamations issued by the pope, the head of the Roman Catholic Church, that are 
sealed with a lead bulla (Latin for “seal”).  Rome is the official headquarters of the Roman Catholic Church.

India. Portugal’s John II refused the offer, since he 

had information, based on journeys in the South 

Atlantic, that the passage to the Indian Ocean 

would be found by circumnavigating the southern 

tip of Africa. And, in fact, the Portuguese explorer 

Bartolomeu Dias did just that in 1488. 

But Columbus was not to be deterred. He 

offered his services to Fernando and Isabel, who 

did fund an expedition to search for the sea route 

to India by heading west. Columbus first reached 

the Bahamas, more precisely Guanahani Island, 

in the Caribbean. His ship, named 

there on October 12, 1492, and he called it “San 

Salvador.” Columbus reported that he had 

discovered a new land, and Isabel and Fernando 

asked for jurisdiction. But Portugal was not about 

to stand idly by.

Agreeing to Agree
The Portuguese also began to claim that they 

had rights to the Caribbean lands, citing 

but also nations around the world. What triggered 

the rush to draft such a document? The answer is 

simple—the “discovery” of America by Columbus, 

a Genoese merchant and seafarer who first offered 

his services to the king of Portugal, when he 

proposed finding a maritime route westward to 

India. Portugal’s John II refused the offer, since he 

had information, based on journeys in the South 

Atlantic, that the passage to the Indian Ocean 

Hmmm...just look  

at the maps those 

ambassadors have! 

Let’s see if I can get  

a closer look!
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ARTICLE: Organizing a New Land
Magazine pages 8 - 10, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Letter  Imagine you are a settler in Brazil. Are you chopping wood, fighting 

pirates, growing sugar cane, or something else? Select an occupation and a time 

period and write a letter home giving details of your day to day life. Use your 

imagination as well as the text. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 What can you conclude about the role of Christianity in Portugal? Use details 

from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	What is the main idea of each section of the text? Use these main ideas to write 

a summary and include the overall main idea.  CCSS Reading 2

•	 Use details from the text to write a paragraph that explains the relationships 

between the French, native peoples, and Portuguese.  CCSS Info Text 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Analyze Text Structure  Look at each section of the text and write a sentence 

or two to explain how it fits within the overall structure of the text. Consider 

both what comes before and what comes after it.  CCSS Reading 5

•	 Evaluate Evidence  The author claims John III linked religion, politics, and 

warfare. What evidence supports this claim? Is the evidence sufficient?   
CCSS Info Text 8

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students to explain the roles of principals, parents, teachers, other 

school employees, students, and community members. Create a visual aid to 

show how the school governance structure functions. Then, ask students to 

hypothesize the effects of changing the structure of a new colony or territory.

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
align (p. 10) to join a group that is 

supporting or opposing something

directive (p. 8) an official order 

or instruction

private sector (p. 9)  the part of 

an economy which is not controlled or 

owned by the government

Science  What properties of 
Brazilwood make it desirable? Why 
does it have those properties? What 
does the plant need to thrive? 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Spatial patterns of 
political activities change over time 
due to interactions with distant and 
nearby places.

CORE CONTENT

At first, the Portuguese came to find Brazilwood and fight 

pirates, but soon they established colonies and brought 

Christianity. After years of conflict with the French and 

native peoples, Brazil was fully united in 1567. 
Le
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P ortugal sent only a few expeditions to 

Brazil between 1500 and 1530, but 

the reasons for sending them were 

always the same. The first directive 

was to survey, identify, and name geographical sites 

along the coastline. The second was to leave a few 

convicts to establish contact with the native peoples, 

with an eye to forming a relationship between the 

Portuguese and the natives. The third was to cut 

down and prepare for shipment to Portugal as much 

Brazilwood (see inset below) as possible. A fourth 

objective was to fight pirates, especially those 

friendly to France, whose rulers considered Brazil’s 

coastal waters theirs. The situation began to change 

on December 3, 1530, when an expedition 

commanded by the trusted Portuguese nobleman 

Martim Afonso de Sousa (see monument 

opposite) set sail. Responsible for this 

change was John III, Portugal’s 

reigning monarch. 

The change came…
as a result of boundaries being 

more clearly defined to the 

north and to the south of the 

land Portugal claimed in the 

New World. It also came as a 

result of more detailed mapping of 

the coastline. There were, however, two directives that 

remained the same: to free the country’s waters of 

pirates and to log and export Brazilwood to Portugal. 

Thus it was that, under John III, what kept expanding 

were the duties and responsibilities of the people he 

was sending to Brazil. He and others in Portugal 

realized that, to better govern the area, a political 

system needed to be established that set guidelines not 

only for the people living within the country’s borders, 

but also for those exploring the land itself. The first 

urban centers were created; so, too, were the first 

leadership roles. That these offices were to be 

hereditary greatly affected the social make-up of the 

country at the time and in the decades to follow. It 

was also during John’s reign that the cultivation of 

sugarcane was introduced.

The symbolic start date…
of this new chapter in Brazilian 

history is given as January 20, 1532. 

It was then that Martim Afonso 

began his work in Brazil’s 

southeast, along the coast, setting 

up permanent administrative 

bases. On January 22, he founded 

what he recognized as the first 

Brazilian town—Sao Vicente. 

Shortly thereafter, he established two 

by Junia Ferreira Furtado
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began his work in Brazil’s 

southeast, along the coast, setting 

up permanent administrative 

bases. On January 22, he founded 
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Brazilwood is the heavy wood of any of various tropical trees belonging to the 
pea family that is used especially as red and purple dyewood for violin bows, 
gunstocks, and cabinetwork.

by Junia Ferreira Furtado

Organizing a 
NEW LAND

9

other towns, both farther inland. One of these 

became Sao Paulo, which is today the largest city  

in South America. 

To sustain these new settlements…
it was necessary to increase agricultural production. 

To do so, Martim Afonso granted settlers tracts of 

land, called sesmarias, and then distributed 

seedlings of sugarcane that he had brought with 

him. He was in the process of organizing his lands 

in Brazil when he received a royal decree that 

divided the territory into hereditary districts. The 

Portuguese government saw this as a way to 

involve the private sector in the process of 

colonization. The decree worked. Martim Afonso 

was given Sao Vicente, and his brother, Pero Lopes 

de Sousa, was given Santo Amaro. In the centuries 

that followed, Sao Vicente, in the southeast, and 

Pernambuco, in the northeast, became the 

principal settlement sites.

In 1540…
John III established the Order of Jesus. Nine 

years later, members of this order, known as 

Jesuits, arrived in Brazil, with the express purpose 

of converting the native peoples to Christianity. 

Also arriving at this time was Tome de Sousa, the 

first Governor-General. This new position was 

intended to unify the country and its 

administration. The Jesuits went first to 

de Sousa, was given Santo Amaro. In the centuries 

that followed, Sao Vicente, in the southeast, and 

Pernambuco, in the northeast, became the 

principal settlement sites.

years later, members of this order, known as 

Jesuits, arrived in Brazil, with the express purpose 

of converting the native peoples to Christianity. 

Also arriving at this time was Tome de Sousa, the 

first Governor-General. This new position was 

intended to unify the country and its 

administration. The Jesuits went first to 

9

Organizing a 
NEW LAND

The Order of Jesus is a Roman Catholic order of religious men, usually referred to as Jesuits, that 
was found by St. Ignatius of Loyola in 1534, and confirmed by the Pope, head of the Roman Catholic 
Church, in 1540. The order’s principal mission was to do missionary work. 

The magnificent 
Monument to the 
Discoveries (right) 
stands tall in the 
harbor of Portugal’s 
capital city, Lisbon. 
At the forefront is 
Prince Henry the 
Navigator, who was 
key to launching the 
Age of Exploration. 
Behind him are other 
renowned maritime 
figures. Martim 
Afonso de Sousa is 
the figure standing 
at right, with his 
hands clasped near 
his neck. 

In 1560, the Portuguese, under Governor-General Mem 
de Sa, storm and capture the Fort of Villegagnon, built 
by the French near Rio de Janeiro. 
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ARTICLE: Let Me Introduce You
Magazine pages 12 - 15, Expository Nonfiction     

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Present an Opinion  Give a two-minute speech explaining whether marriage should 

be for love or political gain. Use details from the text and your own experience to 

support your opinion.

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 Use details from the text to support inferences about the role of marriage in the 

political systems of the natives and Europeans.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 What does the title suggest as the main idea for this article? Which details from 

the text support this as the main idea?  CCSS Reading 2

•	 How does the author introduce and elaborate on the role of religion in the lives 

of the natives? Cite the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Analyze Author’s Purpose  Why does the author begin the article with 

descriptions of the native peoples? What does this suggest about the overall 

goal of the article?  CCSS Reading 6

•	 Compare Themes  Read the sidebar on page 14 and compare its theme to 

that of the main text. How does the information presented elaborate on the 

main text?  CCSS Reading 9

PREPARE TO READ

Show images of the geography and landscape of Brazil. Have students journal 

about what it might have been like to live in each landscape before modern 

technology. How would they survive? 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
decimate (p. 15)  to destroy a 

large number of (plants, animals, 

people, etc.)

intersperse (p. 14)  to put 

(something) at different places 

among other things

teem with (p. 15)  to be full of 

(life and activity)

Language  Can you think of words 
that have changed in meaning or 
form over time? Ask adults for more 
examples and study why the changes 
occurred. 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Spatial patterns of 
economic activities change over time 
due to interactions with distant and 
nearby places. 

CORE CONTENT

Native groups thrived on manioc or maize and the fruits 

of the waterways and rainforest, but they eventually came 

into conflict with Europeans, who brought sugar cane and 

needed slave labor. 
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The Europeans marveled at the 

cleanliness and health of the people 

they encountered along the coast of 

South America. The natives, unlike the 

Europeans, bathed frequently and experienced 

few illnesses. They adorned themselves with little 

more than paint, colorful feathers, and shell, 

stone, or bone ornaments. The women wore their 

hair long, while the men shaved the tops of 

their heads and faces. Everyone removed body 

hair, even eyebrows. 

»A CLOSER LOOK
The men excelled at hunting, fishing, and 

warfare. They plied the coast and Amazon 

waterways in large canoes. They carried 

by Barbara A. Sommerby Barbara A. SommerLet Me  
Introduce You

13

weapons, including heavy clubs, long spears, 

and bows and arrows. Some shot arrows great 

distances by lying on the ground and holding 

the bow with their feet; others used long 

blowguns to down prey from 

the high jungle canopy (see 

page 33, top). Those living 

along the Amazon River 

dipped their spear points in deadly poison. 

The women grew crops and prepared food. 

Maize provided significant nourishment for those 

along the Amazon River, but most lowland South 

Americans survived on bitter manioc. The roots of 

this plant, deadly unless the prussic acid is 

extracted, were grated. The resulting pulp was then 

squeezed in a giant woven-palm tube, called a 

tipiti, to remove the juice. Once this step was 

completed, the pulp was toasted and eaten in a 

variety of dishes. The manioc they fermented

became a mildly alcoholic beverage known as 

cauim, which was consumed in great quantities at 

ceremonial gatherings. Fermentation began only 

after women chewed and spat some of the pulp 

into large vats of manioc. It was their saliva that 

got the fermentation process underway. 

»ALIKE—AND 
DIFFERENT
Most of the inhabitants 

of the area that 

by Barbara A. SommerLet Me  
Introduce You

Can’t wait! I have been wanting to travel to Brazil for years! Come  on, everyone!  
Let’s go!

A fermented product  
is one that has undergone 
fermentation—the 
process in which a 
substance breaks down 
into a simpler substance. 
Microorganisms such as 
yeast and bacteria usually 
play a role in the process, 
creating beer, wine, bread, 
yogurt, and other food.

September 2015: Two  
native Brazilians play 
wooden reed pipes, while 
a third accompanies 
them on her drum.
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ARTICLE: A Need for Workers
Magazine pages 16 - 19, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Poem Study the images and text and write a poem from the perspective of 

someone in the era. For example, you could be a slave or a slave owner. Before you 

begin, brainstorm words that will show the person’s emotion about the topic and 

their position within it. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 Predict the article’s contents based on the title and image on pages 16 and 17. 

Read to check the accuracy of your predictions.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	What is the main theme of the text? Which details in the text helped you 

identify the theme?  CCSS Reading 2

•	 How did the rising population of Europeans impact the population of native 

groups? Why? Cite specific details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS 

Info Text 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Interpret Figurative Language  Use context clues to determine what “hands 

off” and “upper hand” mean. Consult a dictionary to verify your answers.  

CCSS Reading 4

•	 Interpret Visual Information  What is the tone of the images that 

accompany the text? How do they add to your knowledge of the topic?  
CCSS Reading 7

PREPARE TO READ

Bring in a variety of sugars. Ask the students where the sugars come from. 

(The packaging may contain some information.) Explain that sugar is a 

processed form of sugar cane and note where it is grown on a world map. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
disruptive (p. 17) to interrupt 

the normal progress or activity of 

(something)

intrusive (p. 19) annoying 

someone by interfering with their 

privacy

menace (p. 18) to threaten harm 

to (someone or something)

stark (p. 19)  very obvious

Technology  Write an essay about 
the process of refining sugar. What 
was the process like during the 
slave era and how is it accomplished 
today? 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Spatial patterns of 
economic activities change over time 
due to interactions with distant and 
nearby places.

CORE CONTENT

As competition for the territory now called Brazil 

increased, the Portuguese acted to solidify their control 

by turning to a sugar-based economy and bringing in 

slaves to work the plantations. 
Le
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Why did Brazil rely so 

heavily on enslaved 

workers from Africa? And, 

what is the place of slavery 

in Brazilian history? For the answers to these two 

questions, we must look to the 16th century and 

Portugal’s quest for labor at the time.

Interestingly, this need for labor was minimal, 

at first. In 1500, when the Portuguese first arrived, 

they were looking for an easier route west to 

India. Just two years earlier, in 1498, the 

Portuguese conquistador Vasco da Gama had 

made his way around the Cape of Good Hope  

and then across the Indian Ocean to India, a 

momentous accomplishment in the history of 

European expansion. It would take another 50 

years for the Portuguese to pay serious attention 

to Brazil since, at the time, they were far more 

concerned with trading and spreading 

Christianity in Asia and Africa.

At First
By definition, the need for labor comes about only 

when there is a need to produce goods. This did 

not happen at the beginning of the Portuguese 

colonization of Brazil. Instead, the Portuguese 

engaged in trade with the native societies of 

Brazil, much as they had done in Africa in the 

previous century after their takeover of the North 

African city of Ceuta in 1415. The Portuguese had 

sought gold first and then slaves. In Brazil, they 

initially would profit from exchanging goods 

brought from Europe for Brazilwood provided by 

native people.

From the point of view of native societies, this 

first interaction between the Portuguese and those 

living in the area known now as Brazil was not 

very disruptive. The few colonial settlements were 

located mostly along the coast, and there were 

actually very few Portuguese people living in them. 

by Roquinaldo Ferreira

 A Need 
     for Wor kers

1819:  Slaves work on a 
plantation by the bay 
near Rio de Janeiro.
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ARTICLE: Gold Extends the Treaty
Magazine pages 20 - 22, Expository Nonfiction     

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Debate a Topic  Should the men have married the mothers of their children? Debate 

this topic with a partner. Keep the context of the times in mind.  When your debate 

has concluded, present your results to the class.

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 Why was it important to have the capital in Rio de Janeiro? Use details from 

the text to support your inferences.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	The title suggests that the treaty is a main theme or idea of this text. Is it? Use 

evidence from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 2

•	 Trace the relationship between the discovery of resources and the population 

of an area. Include each subgroup, for example, slaves.  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Evaluate Word Choice  The author uses Portuguese terms and translations. 

How does this impact the overall tone of the text as well as your 

understanding of it?  CCSS Reading 4

•	 Analyze Text Structure  Analyze the paragraph that begins with “Some 

unmarried women” (p. 21). What is the structure of this paragraph? How does 

each sentence help develop the concept?  CCSS Reading 5

PREPARE TO READ

Many say US streets were paved with gold. Ask students what the phrase 

means. Explain that gold was discovered in Brazil but it only led to wealth for 

a few. Have them hypothesize why this happened and then read to test their 

hypotheses. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
boom (p. 20) a rapid increase in 

growth or economic success

gild (p. 21) to cover (something) 

with a thin layer of gold

hoard (p. 22)  to collect and hide a 

large amount of (something valuable)

Science  Gold is an element. What is 
diamond? How are diamonds formed 
and characterized?  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Spatial patterns of 
economic activities change over time 
due to interactions with distant and 
nearby places. 

CORE CONTENT

The discovery of gold, and later diamonds, led to a boom 

in immigration and the need for more slaves. But as 

the mining industry began to wane, the crown became 

suspicious and feared smuggling was to blame. So they 

taxed the colonists further, leading to an attempt at 

rebellion that would lay the foundations for independence.
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Many expeditions 

were sent to the 

interior of 

Portuguese America to hunt for 

Indians to bring to the coast as 

slaves. As the members of these 

expeditions did their work, 

they also explored the areas 

that were new to them. 

However, it was not until 

spectacular gold deposits

 were discovered in the late 

1600s that many colonists 

chose to move inland and 

settle there permanently. 

PUSHING THE BOUNDARY
The largest of the gold finds 

occurred in the southeast, in a 

region that came to be called 

Minas Gerais, which translates 

into English as “General 

Mines.”  Secondary discoveries 

occurred far to the west in 

Mato Grosso and Goias. 

As a result of these 

finds, the 

Portuguese lay 

claim to territory 

far beyond the 

line established 

by the Treaty of 

Tordesillas in 

1494 (see pages 

4–7). When the 

Portuguese 

negotiated the 

Treaty of 

Madrid in 

1750, they took 

advantage of this expansion. 

This agreement, along with 

later diplomacy, pushed the 

boundary with Spanish 

America far to the west, 

securing for Brazil much of the 

vast territory it enjoys today.

In Minas Gerais, the 

unearthing of the richest gold 

deposits the Americas had ever 

known produced a rapid 

economic boom (see photo page 

22 bottom). Two hundred years 

after the colony’s discovery, the 

first great wave of Portuguese 

immigrants crossed the Atlantic 

in pursuit of wealth. More than 

half a million colonists arrived in 

the decades that followed the 

finding of these deposits, mostly 

young peasant men. Because 

mining, like the cultivation of 

sugar, required labor, even 

greater numbers of African slaves 

were brought to Brazil, some of 

whom eventually gained their 

freedom. For a time, Minas 

Gerais had more slaves than any 

other region in the colony.  

Mines.”  Secondary discoveries 

occurred far to the west in 

Mato Grosso and Goias. 

As a result of these 

finds, the 

Portuguese lay 

by Hal Langfur

Gold   Extends the Treaty

“Discovery of Gold” is the title 
of this mural by 20th-century 
Brazilian artist Candido 
Portinari. Which figures do you 
like best? Why?
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ARTICLE: Colonial Amazonia
Magazine pages 24 - 27, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Research and Write an Essay  Research one of the natural resources mentioned 

in the article and write an essay explaining its habitat, how it was discovered by 

Europeans, how indigenous people used it, how it is used today, and any other 

details you feel are interesting.  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 What does the flood cycle of the Amazon suggest about the climate of the 

region? Use details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS.Reading 1

•	 	List details on a T-Chart to determine whether labor or natural resources is a 

stronger theme for the article. (See chart on page 20.)  CCSS.Reading 2

•	 How does the author introduce the Amazon River? In your notes, categorize 

details in the text that support various concepts in the introduction.   
CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

•	 Determine Author’s Purpose  What does the link between the past and 

present at the end of the article suggest about the purpose of the article?  Use 

details from the text to support your answer. CCSS.Reading 6

•	 Interpret Visual Information  Study the image on page 27. What is happening 

in each section? What does the artist do to separate the sections?   
CCSS.Reading 7

PREPARE TO READ

Study the black and white illustrations and captions that accompany the text. 

What do the clothing and gender roles suggest about the people and their 

daily lives? Note changes from one time period to another.

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
autonomous (p. 26) existing or 

acting separately from other things or 

people

entrepreneur (p. 27) a person 

who starts a business and is willing to 

risk loss in order to make money

Ecology  Write an essay to explain 
the environmental impact of the 
economic exploitation of the 
Amazon. Include steps being taken to 
preserve the rainforest.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Spatial patterns of 
economic activities change over time 
due to interactions with distant and 
nearby places. 

CORE CONTENT

The Amazon contains an abundance of natural resources 

that sustained natives and provided the Portuguese with 

goods for export. These include cacao and sarsparilla as 

well as the modern product rubber. 
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In 1541, after conquering Peru, the 

Spanish conquistador Gonzalo Pizarro led 

an expedition east into the jungle, with 

the primary purpose of finding the 

legendary riches of El Dorado. Pizarro 

never did accomplish that goal, as he soon lost his 

way in the difficult terrain. After most of his 4,000 

Incan porters died and as his soldiers were 

starving, the survivors built boats. Captain 

Francisco de Orellana took a boat and 60 men to 

search for food. Swept downstream, they 

eventually found well-provisioned settlements 

along the Amazon River. They later provided 

Europeans with the first eyewitness accounts of 

the Amazon River, which flows 4,000 miles from 

its headwaters high in the Andes Mountains to its 

mouth north of Marajo (an island the size of 

Switzerland), where it empties its massive volume 

of fresh water into the Atlantic Ocean.

A Need for Allies
Just decades later, in the early 17th century, the 

Portuguese sought to take control of this region 

from their European competitors. With assistance 

from native allies, they ousted the French from 

Maranhao, and, further north, built a fort at 

Belem. Moving up the Amazon River, they expelled 

the Dutch from their fort at Gurupa. In 1631, they 

fought the last battles against the English. Portugal 

then distributed land to its settlers there, 

encouraged fortifications at key tributaries, and 

sent missionaries to convert the native allies.

by Barbara A. Sommer

Colonial 
Amazonia

Look closely: The women to the right are making caium, a traditional drink made by the people in Brazil 
for centuries. The men to the left are drinking the beverage. (The scene ran along the map titled  America, engraved by 

Jodocus Hondius,  as part of the first Hondius edition of the renowned Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator’s atlas first published in 1606.) 

El Dorado was the name given to an area of fabulous riches that many 16th-century explorers believed 
existed in South America.
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ARTICLE: A Kingdom in Brazil
Magazine pages 28 - 29, Expository Nonfiction     

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Conduct a Survey  Write a paragraph explaining how former slaves were treated 

in the United States and Brazil. Add a second paragraph to show when slavery and 

the slave trade ended in each country.  Use this information to introduce a survey 

to determine which country your peers think was better for black people during 

the 1800s. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 Base inferences about Great Britain on information in the text. Cite the specific 

details that support your inferences.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	How do the section titles relate to the themes of the article? Which is the main 

theme? Use details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 2

•	 Chart the positives and negatives of having a constitutional monarchy. (See 

chart on page 21.)  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Analyze Text Structure  The author opens with a quotation. How does it 

introduce the topic?  CCSS Reading 5

•	 Analyze an Argument  How does the author support the statement that the 

war with Paraguay and slavery were among the biggest challenges Pedro 

II faced? Is the evidence sufficient? Quote the text in your response.  CCSS 
Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Read the definitions of a constitutional monarchy and a democracy that 

accompany the article. Have the students give examples of countries that are 

governed by each structure. Conduct a debate about the possible benefits of 

each and then explain that Brazilians chose a monarchy. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
mock (p. 29) to laugh at or make 

fun of (someone or something), 

especially by copying an action or a 

way of behaving or speaking

principle (p. 29)  a moral rule or 

belief that helps you know what is 

right and wrong and that influences 

your actions

resentment (p. 29) a feeling of 

anger or displeasure about someone 

or something unfair

Art  Create a political cartoon 
mocking a person, event, or 
institution mentioned in the article. 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Changes in the 
political structure of governments are 
examples of historical change. 

CORE CONTENT

Revolutionaries in Brazil chose to establish a constitutional 

monarchy rather than a democracy like other former 

colonies in the Americas had at the time, but why? To 

avoid the violence that happens during a revolution?
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 “Independence or Death!” declared the  

dashing young Portuguese prince Pedro I on 

September 7, 1822 (pictured above, with 

Pedro I on white horse). His assertion marked the 

beginning of Brazil’s transition from Portuguese 

colony to an independent constitutional  

monarchy. But why did Brazil choose such a  

different path, when new political ideas, such as 

democracy and republicanism were taking 

hold in neighboring lands? For many Brazilians, 

the answer lay in their fear of the upheaval and 

violence that might come with a revolution. They 

knew well the turmoil that, in recent decades, had 

flared in the 13 colonies in North America and in 

many of their neighboring Spanish colonies. 

Further, many people in Brazil remained loyal to 

the Portuguese royal family, which had resided in 

Rio de Janeiro since 1808.

Constitutional monarchy is a form of government in 
which the power of the king or queen is restrained  
by a parliament, law, or custom. 

Democracy  is a form of government in which the 
supreme power is vested in the people and exercised 
directly by them or by their elected agents under a 
free electoral system. 

Republicanism is a form of government in which the 
supreme power rests in the body of citizens entitled  
to vote and is exercised by representatives chosen 
directly or indirectly by them.

A Kingdom 
in Brazil

All is festive as boats gather round to welcome Pedro II, 
aboard the royal yacht, to Pernambuco in 1860.

by Judy Bieber
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ARTICLE: The Amazonian Rainforest
Magazine pages 32 - 34, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Graphic Story  Use your imagination to write and illustrate a story about the 

discovery of a new medicine.  Be sure to include how the discovery was made and 

what the medicine can be used for. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 What can you infer are potential consequences of overharvesting rainforest 

plants? Cite details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	Identify the main idea of the article and cite details that helped you determine 

it. Where is it located within the article?  CCSS Reading 2

•	 How does the author elaborate on the idea of plants as medicine? In your 

answer, restate specific examples used.  CCSS Info Text 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Evaluate Word Choice  The author uses scientific and common names for 

species. How does this affect the tone of the text?  CCSS Info Text 4

•	 Interpret Visual Information  What new information is presented in the 

images, including the cartoons, that accompany the article? How do the 

cartoon elements impact the overall tone of the article?  CCSS Info Text 7

PREPARE TO READ

Show images of products derived from rainforest plants. Include some 

medicines. Explain what each is, which plant it came from, and where the 

species grows. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
buttress (p. 32) the broadened 

base of a tree trunk or a thickened 

vertical part of it

compounds (p. 34) a substance 

created when the atoms of two or 

more chemical elements join together

riddle (p. 33) to make many holes 

in (something or someone)

Health  Herbal medicines are 
becoming more popular. But should 
you use them? Compare how they 
are developed, tested, and regulated 
with how these processes occur for 
other medications. 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies Culture influences 
the way people modify and adapt to 
their environments.

CORE CONTENT

The rainforest is a key producer of oxygen and medicines. 

It consists of layers of plants that provide habitats for 

other species. 
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by Fred Jackson

Flora refers to plants; fauna, to animals. 

by Fred Jackson
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W here in the world do 

they measure rainfall 

not in inches but in 

feet? Answer—in a 

tropical rainforest, a 

dense evergreen forest 

that evolved more than 15 million years ago and 

is characterized by constant high temperatures, 

humidity, and rainfall. Unique to this type of 

forest is the six to nine feet of rainfall it receives, 

on average, annually. More than 50 percent of 

this water is then transpired (released in vapor 

form) back into the air through the foliage of 

trees. It is this action that keeps the planet cool. 

The rainforest is abundant with many diverse 

flora and fauna. Its plants are arranged in 

different strata (layers), each with its own 

specific ecosystems to which plants and 

animals have adapted. 

LET’S TAKE A LOOK
What is known as the emergent layer is the tallest, 

with trees reaching heights of up to 240 feet. These 

trees can have up to 100-feet-wide umbrella-

shaped crowns and buttresses at their bases that 

measure 15 to 18 feet wide. This layer hovers over 

the layer known as the dense upper or main 

canopy. It consists of trees that measure 60 to 100 

feet and support many air plants or epiphytes (see 

canopy picture at right top). The plants consist of 

bromeliads, or orchids, that collect water and plant 

debris to sustain themselves while living in the 

crotches of the trees. 

Below the canopy is the understory layer, which 

houses plants that can be shrubs or trees that 

have slower growth due to limited light. This layer 

supports the majority of the many diverse insect 

and animal species that help pollinate the plants. 

The forest floor is the bottom layer. Here, ground 

An ecosystem is an environmental structure, or a group of 
interconnected elements, formed by the interaction of a 
community of organisms within its environment.
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cover plants and vines reach upward, seeking 

maximum light in the shaded environment. The 

forest floor is riddled with animal and plant 

remains that will rapidly decompose and be 

utilized by the living vegetation for nutrients. 

THE KEY TO SURVIVAL
The country of Brazil holds about one–third of the 

remaining rainforests in the world, including the 

Amazon Basin. Considered the lungs of the world, 

the trees here take in carbon dioxide during 

photosynthesis and release oxygen back into 

the air for plant and animal survival. Although 

some of the rainforest has been lost through 

logging and cattle and agriculture production, 

much of it still holds great importance to the 

indigenous people who live in it. There are 

hundreds of tribes, such as the Guarani, Tikuna, 

and Yanomami, who depend on the abundant 

Wow! Never been  
up here, above  
the canopy!  
What a view!

Hmmm…wonder  

why there are  

no moles in South 

America? Looks 

pretty neat here 

to me!

A kapok tree can grow to 10 
feet in diameter and up to 
200 feet in height!

Photosynthesis is the process whereby plants absorb 
sunlight and turn that energy into food. 

33
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ARTICLE: Meet Saci
Magazine pages 36 - 37, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Present a Skit With a partner, write a short skit detailing one of Saci’s exploits and 

then present it to the class. 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•	 What can you infer about the Brazilian people based on Saci’s actions? Cite 

details from the text to support your answer.  CCSS Reading 1

•	 	Which sentence in the text expresses the main idea? How does the remainder 

of the text develop that idea?  CCSS Reading 2

•	 Trace Saci’s evolution over time. Give examples of the influence of each new 

culture and of technological change.  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

•	 Analyze Text Structure  What is the overall structure of the text? What 

impact would changing to another structure have? Why? Use textual 

evidence in your responses.  CCSS Reading 5

•	 Determine Author’s Purpose  What is the author’s purpose in presenting 

this legendary character? Cite specific details from the text that helped you 

determine that purpose.  CCSS Info Text 6

PREPARE TO READ

Tell the students to take out pens for a quiz. After a few seconds, apologize 

and explain that you were just joking to get them in the mood to read about 

another prankster.  Explain that trickster characters are common in folklore. 

Then explain that in Brazil, one such legendary trickster is known as Saci.

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did environmental and 
human factors affect the 
development of Brazil? 

KEY VOCABULARY
appease (p. 37)  to make 

(someone) pleased or less angry by 

giving or saying something desired

epithet (p. 37)  a word or phrase 

that describes a person or thing

English Language Arts Read stories 
about other tricksters, like Anansi, 
and compare the characters to Saci. 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  People’s 
perspectives shape the fictional 
sources they create. 

CORE CONTENT

Saci is a character of Brazilian legend. As new peoples 

arrived, his legend evolved. 
Le
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   Meet Saci
by Sona Hoisington | illustrated by Brad Walker

 A dust devil is a strong, long-lived whirlwind.

37

Saci, pronounced Sasi, is the most 

popular character in Brazilian 

folklore. He is the subject of 

children’s stories and animated 

films. He is the mascot of a major soccer team, 

Sport Club Internacional. He is even honored 

with a national holiday, known as Saci Day, 

on October 31.  

Saci Is a Prankster. 
Saci is very mischievous. If anything goes wrong, 

you can blame him. He hides toys, sours milk, 

drops flies in the soup, spills salt, teases dogs, 

and lets farm animals out of their pens. He 

startles travelers and hunters when they are 

alone in the forest, whistling loudly in their ears. 

When the moon is full, he jumps on a horse and 

gallops around the countryside. Saci has magical 

powers that assist him with his tricks. They come 

from the red cap he wears that allows him to 

disappear and reappear at will. Saci is constantly 

in motion. He often appears out of a dust devil. 

If he pursues you, you can escape him by 

crossing a stream (Saci is afraid of streams) or 

dropping a rope full of knots (he will feel 

compelled to stop and undo them). He smokes a 

pipe and can be appeased with tobacco.

Saci Is Also a Granter of Wishes.
Saci can be tricked into granting wishes. Coax 

him into a dark glass bottle, seal it with a cork 

marked with a cross, and he will grant you a 

wish. Grab his red cap, and he will also 

grant you anything to get it back, but 

beware:  His cap smells so bad that you 

may never rid yourself of the stench.

What Are the Origins 
of the Legend?
It is thought that the tale was first 

told among indigenous peoples in 

southern 

Brazil. There 

may have 

been a 

Portuguese 

influence, since a 

similar character is found 

in Portuguese folklore named 

Trasgu. He, too, wears a red cap and is also a 

prankster. But, whatever its source, the legend 

soon was appropriated by slaves who were 

imported in large numbers from West Africa 

to Brazil by the Portuguese. Saci underwent a 

metamorphosis: He became a young black 

youth and acquired the epithet Perere (“black 

as coal”). He took up pipe-smoking and is 

always represented with a pipe in his mouth, 

which is regarded as an African custom. Saci 

is said to have lost one leg, because of an 

injury in a capoeira fight (a Brazilian martial 

art originating in Angola—see also pages 

38–39). He developed holes in the palms of 

his hands that allowed him to juggle embers 

and let them fall through. 

The Saci legend had its roots in rural life 

and oral storytelling traditions that were 

passed down from generation to generation. 

In the 20th century, however, the legend 

became popular in urban culture, thanks to 

an immensely popular series of children’s 

stories and the comic books of Brazil’s top 

cartoonists. You can find images of Saci, 

drawn from these comics, on 

Google (type in “Saci” and hit 

“images”). His antics have 

also been adapted for 

television.

Sona Hoisington, a retired university 
professor, enjoys writing about historical 
subjects for young adults. 

DID YOU KNOW?
… that Europeans discovered tobacco 

in the New World, where it was 

cultivated and smoked by indigenous 

peoples in Mexico and the Caribbean 

islands, and then introduced it to 

Europe, Africa, and Asia.

To learn more about 

Brazilian folktales, 

check out the 

collection, Brazilian 

Folktales, by Livia de 

Almeida and Ana 

Portella (Libraries 

Unlimited, 2006, 

www.abc-clio.com).
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CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read. Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple articles. Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9).

•	 	Read “The ‘Discovery’ of Brazil” and “Why Portugal?” and analyze the evidence that 
King John of Portugal knew Brazil existed before negotiating the Treaty of Tordesillas. 
Write a summary of the evidence.

•	 Refer to “Let Me Introduce You,” “Colonial Amazonia,” and “The Amazonian 
Rainforest” and write an explanation of the natural resources and methods for using 
them that helped the indigenous peoples survive before the arrival of Europeans.

•	 	Analyze a variety of articles to determine how the arrival of new groups changed the 
culture of Brazil. 

•	 Use information from a variety of articles to create a timeline of events in Brazil’s 
history.

•	 	How did Portugal’s relations with other nations impact Brazil’s history? Read “The 
‘Discovery’ of Brazil,” “Why Portugal?,” “A Need for Workers,” “Gold Extends the 
Treaty,” and “Colonial Amazonia” and record information about Spain, France, Congo, 
and Angola.

•	 Slavery met an economic need for Brazil. Why did the slave trade start, what forces 
and events helped it continue and grow, and why did it end? Read several articles 
and write a summary of the Brazilian slave trade.

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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Brazil’s natural resources helped the indigenous population thrive. Early Brazil’s imported 
resources, both human and non-human, helped the colonial government thrive as well. In 
this Mini-Unit, your students will explore the roles of the many different kinds of natural and 
human resources used in Brazil’s past by constructing Revolving Resources Wheels - like 
spinners in a board game - for each resource.

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

MINI-UNIT

ENGAGE READ FOR A 
PURPOSE APPLY

ENGAGE: Engage students in the topic of Brazil by asking students to consider how the 
natural environment and changing values of the nation impacted it. Have students study 
the images below. They are gold, rubber, Brazilwood, sugar cane, slaves from Africa, 
indigenous people, and the Constitution of 1824. Brazilians saw these as resources. Views 
of slavery and treatment of indigenous peoples have changed since then. Ask students 
which resources are natural and manmade. Explain which are native to Brazil and where 
imported resources came from. Explain that the rubber band represents raw rubber. 
Hypothesize about why each of these resources may have been important to colonial 
Brazil and how it may have impacted the natural environment and society.

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)

READ FOR A PURPOSE 
 
INTRODUCE THE ACTIVITY: Revolving Resources Refer to the Engage activity. Tell 
students they will be learning more about the resources mentioned and another resource, 
territory. They’ll learn how those resources impacted Brazilian society. To do this, each 
student will select a resource. (You may want to assign the resources instead. Consider 
whether students with more complex topics would be better served by working in 
pairs. Also decide if you’ll allow time for further research.) Show the students the Wheel 
Template on page 18 and explain the parts.

RETURN TO THE TEXT: Explain to students that before they can create their wheels, they 
must gather information in order to learn the details they’ll need to include. Set guidelines 
for how many details each student will need to include and have them use the Article 
Guide below to find articles that reference specific resources.

Article Page Resources

The ‘Discovery’ of Brazil 2 Territory, Indigenous Peoples

Why Portugal? 4 Territory

Organizing a New Land 8 Brazilwood, Indigenous Peoples, Territory

Let Me Introduce You 12 Indigenous Peoples

A Need for Workers 16 Indigenous Peoples, Sugar, Slaves, Territory

Gold Extends the Treaty 20 Slaves, Gold

Colonial Amazonia 24 Territory, Slaves, Indigenous Peoples, Rubber

A Kingdom of Brazil 28 Constitution, Territory, Slaves

The Amazonian Rainforest 32 Medical Plants

ARTICLE GUIDE

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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APPLY 
REVOLVING RESOURCES: Now that students have researched different types of 
resources, they are ready to construct their wheels. They can then use their wheels to 
test each other’s knowledge.

MINI-UNIT (cont.)

STEP 1: Gather Notes 
Have students gather notes they took when re-reading the articles on their topic.   

STEP 2: Wheel Construction — Part 1 
Cut an arrow out of poster board, leaving the long end wide enough so a brass fastener 
can fit through without breaking the edges. This will be the spinner for your wheel. 
Here’s how to assemble your wheel:

 
STEP 3: Wheel Construction — Part 2 
On the side with ‘slices,’ instruct them to transfer their notes onto the appropriate 
section of the wheel template. On the opposite side, instruct them to place the name 
of the resource near the center but not the exact center to allow room for the tack.

Note: Resource wheels can be shared for study or the design can be modified to 
make games. Instead of having the details in the sections with the titles, only write the 
titles in the sections. Cut the wheel out as before and cut along the numbered lines 
below and then halfway around each central arc. You should now be able to fold each 
section so it is partially open.

 
STEP 4: Play Game 

•	 Cut out the template.

•	 Use the template to mark the same size circle on poster board.

•	 Cut out the new circle. It is better to cut larger if you cannot cut exactly on the lines.

•	 Use a glue stick to affix the template to the poster board circle.

•	 Use a brass fastener or hole punch to make a hole at the center of the circle.

•	 Attach the spinner with the fastener and close both ends.

•	 Write your name on the back.

•	 Have students get into pairs and spin different wheels to test each group’s knowl-

edge. When any group is done with the questions on a wheel, have them attempt the 

questions on another student’s wheel.

•	 Glue the uncut portions to the poster board. Be careful not to glue your flaps closed.

•	 Write details on the poster board under each flap.

•	 The spinner will catch on the flaps, so number each section.

•	 Create rules and play using a die.

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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WHEEL TEMPLATE

MINI-UNIT (cont.)
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NAME: _________________________

KWL CHART: PORTUGAL

LWK
What We Know What We LearnedWhat We Want to Know

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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NAME: _________________________

AMAZON THEMES

Topic: Labor Topic: Resources

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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NAME: _________________________

CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

Positives Negatives

Dig: Brazil – A Land Claimed by a Treaty © April 2017
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Meeting State and National Standards:  
   Core Instructional Concepts

The articles in this magazine provide a wealth of opportunities for meeting state and national 
instructional standards. The following pages contain charts listing Core Instructional Concepts 
for each of three curricular areas: English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies. 

USING THE STANDARDS CHARTS

ELA  
Corresponding CCSS anchor standards have been listed next to each item on the Core 
Instructional Concepts chart. To customize the chart, add your own grade, state, or district 
standards in the last column. Match the concepts and standards from the chart to the 
activities on each page of the Teacher’s Guide to complete your lesson plans.
 

SOCIAL STUDIES  
Content Concepts in each Article Guide are based on Dimension 2 of the CS Framework 
for Social Studies: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools. Use the last column in the 
accompanying chart to correlate these concepts to your state or district standards.
 

SCIENCE  
Content Concepts in each Article Guide are drawn from the Three Dimensions of the Next 
Generation Science Standards. You will also find connections to these concepts within 
individual close-reading questions.
 

MATH  
Content Opportunities for math activities are provided in the Cross-Curricular extensions on 
each Article Guide page.

Appendix
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   CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
READING, LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGE ARTS

SKILLS AND CONCEPTS CCSS ANCHOR 
STANDARD

CORRESPONDING 
STANDARD

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly. Reading 1

Make logical inferences to determine what the text communicates 

implicitly.
Reading 1

Cite specific textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from the 

text. 
Reading 1

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development.
Reading 2

Summarize key supporting details and ideas. Reading 2

Analyze how individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 

the course of a text. 
Reading 3

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE  

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text. Reading 4

Determine technical, connotative, and figurative meanings. Reading 4

Analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. Reading 4

Analyze the structure of texts (sequence, cause/effect, compare/

contrast, problem/solution)
Reading 5

Recognize the genre, key elements, and characteristics of literary texts. Reading 5

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 

text. 
Reading 6

Analyze how an author’s style and tone affects meaning. Reading 6

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats. Reading 7

Identify and evaluate the argument and claims in a text. Reading 8

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics. Reading 9

WRITING
Write arguments to support claims, using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 
Writing 1

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly and accurately.
Writing 2

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. Writing 3

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.
Writing 9

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects. Writing 10
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CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
SOCIAL STUDIES

C3 INQUIRY ARC 
DIMENSION 2: APPLYING DISCIPLINARY CONCEPTS AND TOOLS

STATE OR 
DISTRICT 
STANDARD

CIVICS
Analyze the origins, functions, and structure of different governments and the origins and 

purposes of laws and key constitutional provisions.

Summarize core civic virtues and democratic principles.

Evaluate policies intended to address social issues.

ECONOMICS

Evaluate the benefits and costs of individual economic choices.

Analyze economic incentives, including those that cause people and businesses to specialize 

and trade.

Explain the importance of resources (i.e. labor, human capital, physical capital, natural 

resources) in methods of economic production.

Explain the functions of money in a market economy.

Explain the importance of competition in a market economy.

Apply economic concepts (i.e. interest rate, inflation, supply and demand) and theories of how 

individual and government actions affect the production of goods and services.

Analyze economic patterns, including activity and interactions between and within nations.

GEOGRAPHY
Construct and use maps and other graphic representations (i.e. images, photographs, etc.) of 

different places.

Explain cultural influences on the way people live and modify and adapt to their environments.

Analyze places, including their physical, cultural and environmental characteristics and how 

they change over time.

Analyze movement of people, goods, and ideas.

Analyze regions, including how they relate to one another and the world as a whole from a 

political, economic, historical, and geographic perspective.

HISTORY
Interpret historical context to understand relationships among historical events or 

developments. 

Evaluate historical events and developments to identify them as examples of historical change 

and/or continuity.

Analyze perspectives, including factors that influence why and how individuals and groups 

develop different ones.

Evaluate historical sources, including their reliability, relevancy, utility, and limitations.

Analyze causes and effects, both intended and unintended, of historical developments.
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CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
SCIENCE

DIMENSION 2: CROSSCUTTING CONCEPTS

Dimension 2 provides an organizational schema for integrating and interrelating knowledge from different science 

domains. The eight NGSS Crosscutting Concepts are as follows:

•	 Patterns

•	 Similarity and Diversity

•	 Cause and Effect

•	 Scale, Proportion, and Quantity

•	 Systems and System Models

•	 Energy and Matter

•	 Structure and Function

•	 Stability and Change

DIMENSION 3: DIMENSIONS AND DISCIPLINARY CORE IDEAS

Dimension 3 presents a contained set of Disciplinary Core Ideas to support deeper understanding and application of 

content. The following chart details Core Ideas for curriculum, instructional content, and assessments within four domains.

LIFE SCIENCE PHYSICAL SCIENCE EARTH SCIENCE SPACE SYSTEMS
•	 Structure and  

Function of  
Living Things

•	 Life Cycles and  
Stages

•	 Reproduction & 
Inherited Traits

•	 Animals

•	 Plants

•	 Forces and  
Interactions

•	 Energy

•	 Light

•	 Sound

•	 Electricity/  
Magnetism

•	 Matter

•	 Waves

•	 Heat

•	 Chemistry

•	 Information  
Processing

•	 Weather

•	 Climate

•	 Rocks & Soil

•	 Erosion and 
Weathering

•	 Landforms

•	 Water

•	 Oceans

•	 History of Earth

•	 Plate Tectonics

•	 Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes,  
and Tsunamis

•	 Solar System

•	 Planets

•	 Moon

•	 Sun

DIMENSION 1: SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING PRACTICES

Dimension 1 focuses on the practice of science, and how knowledge is continually adapted based on new findings. 

The eight practices of the K-12 Science and Engineering Curriculum are as follows:

•	 Asking questions (for science) and defining 

problems (for engineering)

•	 Developing and using models

•	 Planning and carrying out investigations

•	 Analyzing and interpreting data

•	 Using mathematics and computational thinking

•	 Constructing explanations (for science) and designing 

solutions (for engineering)

•	 Engaging in argument from evidence

•	 Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information


