
Click & the Kids
story and art by Meg McLean

Martin Liz 
(the sitter) sandhill

cranes

A lre a d y?  Cree, it  seems like 
ju s t  y e ste rd a y  w e w e re  
w aiting  to r  them to come 
hack north. 'Remember?

Look, fA a rtin I Cranes! 
T h e y  m ust he heading  
south fo r  the w inter.



LAST APR.IL

I c a n t  w a it to see 
the cranes. A\y hook 
says th ey're  huge.

I can't II 
wait,
either. f| 
(yaw n) H

The cranes leave th e ir  roosts  
a t daybreak to teed  in the  
fields, so that's the best time 
to count them. W hy d o n t we 
s it  down r ig h t here to w ait?

W e sure got an 
e a rly  sta rt, L iz. 
T h e  Sun's not 
even up yet.

L e t 's  hope 
th e y  re  all 
vegetarians

Yes, I rem em ber, w a y  
back last spring when I 
w as ju s t  a litt le  kid . . .

A r e  w e at the  1
m arsh yet? 1

H P J 1
| H ow  many
| cranes do you

think th ere
| w ill be? 1

i M l S g S S p l I've got my
draw ing
paper!

I've got my 
binoculars! mm
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I'm re a d y  w ith  my 
clipboard, L iz . 
W h ere  a re  they?

l\lo. I hat was 
my stomach. 
W hen did you 
say b re a kfa st  
is, L i z ?

L iste n ! I heard  
something. W as 
th a t a crane?

L e t  s t r y  to be quiet. M ost 
o f the tim e you hear them  
b efo re  you can see them.

B re a k fa s t?

j o  w hy do the cranes need to be 
counted? B id  somebody lose some?

J u s t  hold m y clipboard, M artin . 
I'll g e t out the cocoa and 
doughnuts. B o  you w ant  
w hipped cream  on your cocoa?

W ell, so rt  of. N o t too long 
ago sandhill cranes w e re  
p r e t t y  ra re  around here. 
T h e re  w e re  alm ost none 
left.
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Yes, lots more! “People like us 
count the cranes th a t re tu rn  
e v e ry  spring, and th a t w ay  
we help b ird  experts keep  
tra ck  o t them. In o ther p a rts  
o f the co u n try  people count 
o th er kinds o f  birds.

Tha t's  so sad. A r e  
th e re  m ore now?

B e ca u se  the  
cranes come 
back to this 
same nesting  
spot ye a r  
a fte r  year.

B u t  I s t ill d orlt  
see any cranes. 
H ow  do w e know  
the cra n es are  
around here? J u s t  th e  w a y  m y  

g ra n d m a  and  
g ra n d p a  a lw a y s  
com e b a ck  fro m  
F lo r id a !



I think I h ea r your  
stom ach again, M a rtin . 
D o  you need another  
doughnut?

That's not m y stomach. 
B u t  w hat a funny  
sound. I hope it  doesn't 
sca re  a w a y the  —
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CRANES! 
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