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Click & the Kids
story and art by Betsy Page Brown

Wow! The ocean is huge.

So is the beach.
Let’s go explore.

Amy
Martin

Click
Liz 

(the sitter) low tide
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I like to
look in
the little
puddles.

I found some snails in
this one. They’re stuck
to the rocks.

They’re called tide pools.
A bit of ocean gets left
behind when the tide 

goes out.

These sea stars are sticking
to the rocks, too.

I didn’t know they
came in so many
different colors.

If they don’t hold on tight,
they’ll get washed out to
sea when the tide goes out.

What’s this
spiky ball?

A sea urchin.
Careful! Its
spikes can be
sharp.
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Amy, come see
what I found! Mermaid?

Ooh! A mermaid’s purse.

Because the
oceans are all
connected, right?

Did you lose
your purse?

That’s just what people call them.
It’s really an egg case. Out in the
ocean a baby fish called a skate
hatched from it.

And then the tide
washed it onto
this beach.

Ocean tides and
currents can
carry things all
over the world.
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Look at
these jewels!
Maybe they
came all the
way from
China.

That’s sea glass—
pretty bits of
broken bottles that
are tumbled smooth
by the rocks, waves,
and sand.

I like to collect
seashells. I’m glad
these aren’t broken
up yet. 

Check to be sure
nobody’s still living
there. Each shell
was once a sea
creature’s home. 

Knock, knock.
Anybody home?

So that’s
where this
comes from.

The crashing of the waves also
breaks up rocks and shells to
make the sand on the beach.
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The tide’s coming in again.

Pretty soon it will cover
up the rocks and tide pools.
Must be time to go home.

Look, Amy, one more
treasure—a perfect
seagull feather.

See how small the
beach is now?

The ocean is bringing
new treasures for us
to find tomorrow.
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