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Click & the Kids
story and art by Betsy Page Brown

Amy
Martin

Click
Liz 

(the sitter) silkworms

What do you think Liz
meant when she said
we’d start raising silk
this week?

I once saw a magician
raise a silk scarf in the
air with a wand. Maybe
there’s a magic set in
the package Liz ordered.

Abracadabra!
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Darn! No top hat, no
scarves, not even a
magic wand. 

It’s mostly packing
peanuts, except
for this little tub
of sprinkles.

Those sprinkles are
silkworm eggs.

Presto! A
silkworm egg
changes into a
tiny caterpillar
right before 
your eyes!

Picky eaters! 
I guess their
mothers didn’t
make them try
new things.

Liz said mulberry leaves are
the only food the silkworm
caterpillars will eat. 

Lucky for them we
have a mulberry bush
in the backyard.

The eggs
hatched!

Now we have
fuzzy little
caterpillars.
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And now—my lovely
silkworm assistants
will make mulberry
leaves disappear!

Can you believe how fast
they’ve grown, Amy?

Almost an inch a week.
It’s neat the
way they shed
their skins as
they grow.

Just like we
outgrow our
old clothes.

It took me nearly
a year to grow
an inch.
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The silkworms must be
tired, Martin. Look how
they’re making little
hammocks to rest on.

Looks like hard work
to me. I’m getting dizzy
watching their heads
swing back and forth.

They’re
spinning silk
thread to
make a
cocoon.

You are
getting
sleepy.

Watch closely,
ladies and
gentlemen.

Cool!

Inside the cocoons the silkworms
will change from caterpillars into
something completely different. Wow! Our silkworms

turned into beautiful
white moths!

And they left behind
their cocoons.
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Great! I want to make a silk dress.

Well, it says here it takes 2,000
cocoons to make one dress.

Hmm . . . we
might have
enough to make a

scarf for Click.

To get the silk
thread, you have to
unwind the cocoons.

But where’s the silk?

Can you believe this
all started with those
tiny little eggs? 

I guess that package we
got in the mail WAS a
magic set after all!
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