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This month, Alex corresponds with Delaney Jardine, a 9-year-old South African girl who lives on a game reserve.
The two talked about the importance of protecting wildlife.

Dear Delaney,

Hi, I'm Alex. I'm curious to know more about life in
South Africa. What is your school like? What do you like

doing in your free time? .
1 hear you live in a wildlife sanctuary. What kind of

animals do you see?
There are lots of wild animals here. 1 see deer and

elk some mornings just outside my window. There are also

moose nearby. We have to be very careful about bears
and make sure our garbage is locked up. Otherwise, they

pted to come info neiglaborlaoods looking for
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a wildlife sanc’ruary?

Hope to hear from you soon,
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Hi, Alex

We have about 40 students in our school. 1 have
three friends my age. Because our school is so small,
grades 3 and 4 share one classroom. Art and reading are
my favorite classes.

A Big Five Game Reserve means we have lions,
elephants, leopard, buffalo, and rhino. The original term
used to mean the five hardest animals to hunt. Our
game reserve protects them now. One of the things we
have done recenﬂy to protect rhinos from poaching is to

dehorn them. A team of professional vets, game rangers
and helicopter pilots do this. It doesn’t
hurt them. Horns are made from keratin,
which is the same as fingernails and hair.
Twas lucky enough to help twice. There
doesn’t seem to be any bad effects on
the rhinos’ behavior.

I also love to play Minecraft as well
as Red Ball 4. Can’t believe we both
play Minecraft and we live on opposite
sides of the world.

Chat soon,

Delaney



Dear Delaney,

That must have been an incredible experience to
help with the rhino dehorning. Are you interested in
working with wildlife when you grow up?

Art has always been one of my favorite classes
too, especially digital art.

There is a small lake nearby where I go to
paddleboard. I grew up skiing and hope to try
out for my high school’s ski team. Do you have a
favorite sporfs?

It has been fun talking to you,

Alex

Hello, Alex,

T haven't really thought about what I want to do, but protecting
wildlife would be an awesome job.

Our sclqooljusf had its Gth bir‘f‘hday celebration. All the parents
were invited to see students’ art on display. My friend’s dad

bought one of mine.

It can get exfremely hot here in summer. Our
winters are notvery cold. 1 have never seen snow.
I+ must be so cool to be able to Play init. T hope
that one day 1 will learn how to ski.

I enjoyed talking to you,

Delaney



