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OVERVIEW

In this magazine, 
readers will 
learn about 
different kinds 
of celebrations 
around the world. 
Faces: Festivals 
around the 
World includes 

information about the different reasons 
people celebrate, how people celebrate, 
and some of the commonalities of festivals 
around the world.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

How do festivals make places similar and 
different?
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Using This Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, ideal for providing 
interdisciplinary instruction of social studies and science content as well as core literacy 
concepts . Find practical advice for teaching individual articles or use a mini-unit that helps 
your students make cross-text connections as they integrate ideas and information .  

READ INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 13

Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching literacy concepts and content area knowledge . For each 

individual article in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS Speaking and Listening 1, 2, 4

Writing/Speaking and Listening
CCSS Writing 1, 2, 3 & 6

CCSS Speaking and Listening 1, 2, 4

Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies 

Next Generation Science Standards

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 15 – 17

Magazine articles can easily be grouped to make cross-text 

connections and comparisons . Our Mini-Unit allows students 

to read and discuss multiple articles and integrate ideas and 

information (CCSS .Reading .9) . Discussing multiple articles 

(CCSS .Reading .9) prepares students to write texts to share and 

publish in a variety of ways (CCSS .Writing .2) .

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS Reading 4

ARTICLES

SOCIAL 
STUDIES

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading and Text Analysis
CCSS Reading 1-10

Essential Question
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Skills and Standards Overview

Essential Question: How do festivals make places similar and different?

MAGAZINE  
ARTICLES

CORE CONTENT 
CONCEPT

LITERACY  
SKILLS

CORRESPONDING CCSS 
ANCHOR STANDARDS

The Timeless Fleet of 
Amsterdam

Human activities affect the 
cultural characteristics of 
places or regions . 

• Close Reading
• Understanding Point of 

View
• Evaluate Evidence
• Present a Speech

Reading 1, 2, 6 & 8
Writing 1
Speaking & Listening 4

Maslenitsa—Pancake Festival Humans adapt to the places 
they choose to inhabit . 

• Close Reading
• Interpret Figurative 

Meaning
• Evaluate Evidence
• Write a Song

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6
Writing 3

Party in the Streets: 
Mombasa’s Carnival

Cultural practices are affected 
by environmental and physical 
characteristics of place . 

• Close Reading
• Analyze Word Choice
• Analyze Text Structure
• Write a Brochure

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5
Writing 2

Abby Goes to La Feria Cultural practices are affected 
by environmental and physical 
characteristics of place . 

• Close Reading
• Analyze Text Structure
• Understand Point of 

View
• Write a Social Media 

Post

Reading 1, 3, 5 & 6
Writing 2

Semana Santa: Guatemala’s 
Holy Week

Historical contexts have shaped 
and continue to shape people’s 
perspectives . 

• Close Reading
• Analyze Text Structure
• Evaluate Evidence
• Collaborate

Reading 1, 2, 3, 5 & 8
Speaking & Listening 1

Behind the Scenes of a 
Mardi Gras

Human activities affect the 
cultural characteristics of 
places or regions . 

• Close Reading
• Understand Point of 

View
• Compare Information
• Write a Persuasive 

Proposal

Reading 1, 3, 6 & 9
Writing 1

Purim: The Joyous Jewish 
Holiday

Individuals may shape 
significant historical change .

• Close Reading
• Analyze Character Traits
• Evaluate Evidence
• Write a Play

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 8
Writing 3

The Mid-Autumn Festival Patterns of food consumption 
are influenced by the resources 
available in a region . 

• Close Reading
• Analyze Point of View
• Compare Texts
• Write a Menu

Reading 1, 2, 6 & 9
Writing 2

Comparing Texts: Reading 3 & 9; Writing 2

Mini-Unit: Reading 1, 2, 3 & 9; Speaking & Listening 1, 4 & 6
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ARTICLE: The Timeless Fleet of Amsterdam
Magazine pages 10-13, Narrative Nonfiction     

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Present a Speech  You are the mayor of Amsterdam . Write and present a speech for 

the opening ceremony of Sail Amsterdam welcoming people from around the world . 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Locate sensory details mentioned by the author .  CCSS Reading 1

• Why does the author call the Dutch ship Loth Lorien a Cinderella story? Draw 

conclusions based on text evidence .  CCSS Reading 1

•  Determine the theme of Sail Amsterdam . Support your choice by referring to 

details in the text .  CCSS Reading 2 

Craft and Structure

• Understanding Point of View  Reread the paragraphs on the bottom of 

page 10 and top of page 11 where the author talks of the Russian ships . How 

does she feel about her country’s ships and about representing Russia at Sail 

Amsterdam?  CCSS Reading 6

• Evaluate Evidence  While some festivals explore a specific culture, this 

festival looks to celebrate something common to a greater population . Find 

evidence to support this claim . Is it sufficient?  CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students to summarize what they know about how people with a language 

barrier communicate . Then say, “Did you know sailors and ships communicate 

by displaying flags?” Show students maritime flags and their meanings . (An 

online search for International Maritime Signal Flags will offer many options .)

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different?  

KEY VOCABULARY
gangway (p. 10) a board or other 

structure that people walk on to get 

on or off a ship 

beacon (p. 10) a strong light 

that can be seen from far away and 

that is used to help guide ships, 

airplanes, etc .

rigging (p. 11) the ropes and 

chains that are used on a ship to help 

support the masts and sails 

Math  The author states 
measurements in the metric system . 
Convert the statistics to American 
Standard measurements . 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Human activities 
affect the cultural characteristics of 
places or regions . 

CORE CONTENT

Celebrated only once every five years, Sail Amsterdam has 

become one of the largest sailing celebrations in Europe . 

A true sensory celebration, the author takes us along as 

she explores the sights and sounds of the festival . 
Le
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– Off watch!

– On watch!

The four hours of my gangway watch have come to an end, and I’m ready 

to dive into the thick of action. The quay of the harbor is buzzing with visitors 

of all sorts — foreign tourists and local residents, families with kids and coveys 

of teens, sailors, and journalists. Only once every five years does Amsterdam 

host such an event! Tall ships from all around the world have gathered for one 

of the biggest sailing festivals in Europe — Sail Amsterdam.

I’m here as a crew of the frigate Shtandart, the wooden replica of the 

Russian man-of-war, which was built in 1703. The bright yellow standard 

waving on the top of the 33-meter-tall main mast is like a beacon for us in 

the sea of flags. We jokingly call it “the chicken,” as it depicts the symbol of 

the Russian empire — the double-headed eagle. The original Shtandart was 

a flagship of the newly-born Baltic fleet and her captain was Peter the Great 

himself, the Russian czar who gained access to the Baltic during the Great 

Northern War with Sweden. 

From far away we see the masts of the barque (a three-masted sailing ship) 

Sedov, another Russian ship with a homeport in Murmansk located within the 

Arctic Circle. At 117.5 meters, she’s the biggest tall ship in the world — and one 

THE TIMELESS FLEET OF AMSTERDAM
by Ekaterina Golovina

10 

Amsterdam’s harbor is filled with boats and 
ships of all sizes during Sail Amsterdam. 

 

A mortar and pestle are used to grind many 

of the oldest. In 2011, Sedov celebrated her 90th anniversary and a year later 

left for her first round-the-world circumnavigation, which lasted more than 13 

months.  

The crew of Cuauhtémoc looks far more suntanned than those of the 

other vessels. She belongs to the Mexican Navy and her sailors are the cadets. 

The rigging is decorated with colorful flags, those that at-sea sailors use for 

signaling, and, like every ship on Sail Amsterdam, she is open to visitors. Putting 

together our scarce knowledge of Spanish, we have discovered that the ship 

was named in honor of the last Aztec leader Cuauhtémoc, who was captured 

and executed during La Conquista in 1525. By the way, Cuauhtemoc has twins 

that belong to the navies of other Latin American countries: Gloria (Colombia), 

Guayas (Ecuador), and Simon Bolivar (Venezuela).

I smell the scent of baked apples and chocolate in the air. Visitors siege the 

tents of the fair. My sweet tooth is itching, but we have only four hours before 

the next watch, so we hurry up to greet the crew of the Dutch Loth Lorien. 

Today this barquentine is known as one of the most fashionable private boats 

11

The red, white, and blue flag of the Netherlands graces many ships.
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ARTICLE: Maslenitsa—The Pancake Festival
Magazine pages 14-17, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Song  Choose a common tune and rewrite the words . (This is called a 

piggyback song .) Your song should welcome the season of spring and use terms 

specific to the Maslenitsa festival: blini, sun, pancake, shawl, pillow fight, chuchelo, 

etc . Share your song with the entire class . 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• The article says Forgiveness Sunday is the most popular day . Infer why this 

day is so important and popular . What mood is set and how can it be directly 

related to the lengthening of days?  CCSS Reading 1

•  Maslenitsa is a festival celebrating the coming of spring . Locate evidence 

throughout the text supporting the theme .  CCSS Reading 2

• Refer to details in the text to compare/contrast how Maslenitsa has changed 

over time . What has changed and what remains the same?  CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Interpret Figurative Meaning  The opening sentence uses figurative language . 

Discuss the meaning of this and how the festival of Maslenitsa counters it .  

CCSS Reading 4

• Evaluate Evidence  Religion influences culture . Locate evidence to support 

this claim . Is it sufficient?  CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Take a class poll: How do students like to eat pancakes? Do they eat them with 

butter? Syrup? Jam? Peanut butter? Fruit? Then tell students, “In Russia, there 

is a festival where pancakes are the center of the celebration .” 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different?  

KEY VOCABULARY
pagan (p. 14) a person who 

worships many gods or goddesses or 

the earth or nature

reconcile (p. 15) to cause people 

or groups to become friendly again 

after an argument or disagreement 

effigy (p. 15) an image of a person 

Physical Education  Try some of the 
games played at a Maslenitsa festival: 
tug of war, pillow fights on a beam, 
rope jumping, and pole climbing . 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Humans adapt to the 
places they choose to inhabit . 

CORE CONTENT

Maslenitsa is a “Welcome Spring” celebration in many 

parts of Russia . Blini, a type of pancake, represents the 

sun . Games, traditional clothing, music, and plenty of 

blini escort the longer days and warming weather to the 

region . 
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do not eat meat, fish, dairy products, or eggs 

for 40 days and refrain from celebrations. What 

better time to splurge than the entire week 

before these restrictions begin? 

Thin pancakes called blini are the 

centerpiece of Maslenitsa. In pagan times, 

the round, golden blini represented the sun. 

“Maslenitsa is an opportunity to invite the sun 

back into our lives,” Korteleva says. 

It’s important to approach Maslenitsa 

festivities with gusto. On the weekend days of 

Maslenitsa, cities and towns host celebrations 

in their parks, offering music, fun activities, and 

contests. You might ride a horse-drawn sleigh, 

build a snowman, watch a puppet show, clap along 

to costumed folk singers or dancers, or dance to 

accordion music or a brass band. In parks with hills, 

kids go sledding or snow tubing. You might take 

part in competitions — tug of war, pillow fights with 

players balanced on a beam or a log, jumping over 

a rope, or climbing a smooth pole to reach a prize 

dangling from the top.

Alexander Markov in Krasnoyarsk, Siberia, 

especially likes to cheer for the pole climbers. “The 

“Dark, heavy clouds weigh on our 

shoulders,” Natalia Korteleva says 

about winter in Vyborg, her hometown in 

northern Russia. On the shortest days of the 

year, in late December, the sun rises after 10 

a.m. and sets before 4 p.m. By mid-February, 

lengthened days filled with 9.5 hours of light 

make people absolutely giddy about shaking 

off winter.

For more than a thousand years, this 

giddiness has marked Russia’s annual 

Maslenitsa festival encouraging spring to 

hurry along. Today, Russians love their hearty, 

playful celebration just as people did in pagan 

times, before Prince Vladimir introduced 

Christianity in 988. Russians keep ancient 

Maslenitsa traditions alive and also connect 

them with their Russian Orthodox Church. 

Though the pagan Maslenitsa occurred at the 

equinox in March, when day and night are 

equal in length, the festival now starts eight 

weekends before Easter. 

During the serious Lenten period before 

Easter, observant Russian Orthodox followers 

by Jan Sherbin

Maslenitsa –
The Pancake
Festival

Welcome, spring! Russians greet the return of the sun during Maslenitsa. 
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straw effigy called a chuchelo, representing 

winter, is stuck into the ground and set on 

fire. Celebrants join to make a ring around the 

chuchelo, circling her as she burns in the final 

act of bidding farewell to winter.

On the weekdays of Maslenitsa, people 

eat blini at home or in the homes of friends 

or relatives. This can add up to a lot of blini! 

winner is usually a guy who dares to go up bare-

chested or even to strip down to his undershorts. 

Does he feel cold? I don’t think so. The adrenalin 

rush warms up his body!”

Follow your nose to the pancake kitchen, 

where you’ll find blini cooking in skillets and 

accumulating on plates in tall stacks. A server 

peels your pancake off the stack and asks 

whether you’d like butter or jam or both.  Blini 

are usually free, compliments of the city or town, 

and accompanied by a cup of hot tea made with 

water boiled in a samovar. 

Some women wear Russia’s folk dresses or 

traditional flowered wool shawls over their coats. 

Some people come dressed as foxes or bears.

The second Sunday of Maslenitsa is called 

Forgiveness Sunday. On this day, people should 

end their quarrels. In centuries past, people 

reconciled face-to-face. Today, it’s considered 

OK to do the job via text message.

At outdoor festivals, Forgiveness Sunday 

is the most popular day. On that day, a 

Maslenitsa –
The Pancake
Festival

Competitions such as tug of war and pillow fights (below) add fun to the festivities. 
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ARTICLE: Party in the Streets: Mombasa’s Carnival
Magazine pages 18-19, Expository Nonfiction    

WRITING

Write a Brochure  Assume you are leading a group of tourists through Mombasa 

during Carnival . Write a brochure stating what you’ll see as you drive/walk through 

the streets . What will you point out to your clients and what historical facts will 

enliven your talk? 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Refer to details from the article to list the features of Carnival that are distinctly 

African . Infer where the multicultural elements come in .  CCSS Reading 1

• Summarize why Carnival is celebrated . Support the key points of your summary 

with facts from the text .  CCSS Reading 2

• Explain the cause/effect relationship that has led to Mombasa’s Carnival 

celebration .  CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Word Choice  The author uses words to describe the Carnival scene 

on Moi Avenue . Based on the description, draw a bird’s-eye view of what 

someone can expect to see at Carnival .  CCSS Reading 4

• Analyze Text Structure  The author uses a descriptive structure of clothes, 

food, and what to expect . Rewrite the article using a comparison text 

structure to compare Carnival to a festival where you live .  CCSS Reading 5

PREPARE TO READ

Instruct students to find Mombasa on a map of Africa . Discuss its geographic 

location and how this location may have affected its cultural development . 

Ask students to hypothesize how a port city’s population might differ from an 

inland city . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different? 

KEY VOCABULARY
souvenir (p. 18) something that 

is kept as a reminder of a place you 

have visited, an event you have been 

to, etc .

millet (p. 19) a type of grass that 

is grown for its seeds, which are used 

as food 

maize (p. 19) corn

History  Research the history of Fort 
Jesus . What can we learn about how 
long Mombasa has interacted with 
other cultures? Why is Fort Jesus a 
UNESCO World Heritage Center? 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Cultural practices 
are affected by environmental and 
physical characteristics of place . 

CORE CONTENT

Kenya celebrates multiculturalism every November with 

the Mombasa Carnival . As an historical seaport, Mombasa 

is an eclectic mix of African culture along with the many 

outside cultures that have influenced Africa . With parades, 

food, music and dancing, Carnival gives a glimpse of what 

it means to be Mombasan . 
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Parades, music, art, and food from many 

different cultures . . . if this sounds like 

fun to you, then you’ll love the Mombasa 

Carnival, a huge multicultural street 

party that takes place every November 

in Mombasa, Kenya. It’s a carnival that 

celebrates not only African culture, but 

also the cultures and people who came to 

Mombasa and made it their homes.

Mombasa is the second largest city and 

the largest coastal port in Africa, and since 

the 12th century, it has been a stopping 

place for traders from many different foreign 

countries. Indians, Portuguese, Arabians, 

Persians, and Chinese, as well as Europeans, 

all came to Mombasa and left pieces of 

their cultures behind to mix with the African 

culture of the city. 

The carnival, which is sponsored by 

the Ministry of Tourism, centers around 

two huge parades. They come together 

on Mombasa’s Moi Avenue and feature 

floats that represent different multicultural 

communities. Vendors line the streets, selling 

souvenirs and merchandise. Both traditional 

and contemporary artists show and sell 

their work, and local bands perform Afropop 

and more traditional types of music while 

traditional, modern, and belly dancing all 

take place on stage and in the streets. 

There’s plenty to eat and drink for sale, 

including mnazi, a drink made from coconut 

sap, and madafu, which is fresh coconut 

milk. Foods include vegetable or meat 

dishes, often very spicy and served on rice 

Party in the Streets:    
by Marcia Amidon Lusted

    Mombasa’s Carnival

A group of performers entertain the 
crowd during the Mombasa Festival. 
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or ugali, a cake made from millet or maze 

flour. Or try nayama choma, made by roasting 

beef or mutton over a fire and serving it with 

vegetables or kachumbari, salad made with 

chopped vegetables including tomatoes, 

onions, coriander, and pepper. 

Men and women wear traditional clothing 

during the carnival, such as the kikoy and 

kanga. The kikoy is a large piece of cloth, 

usually striped, worn by both men and 

women and wrapped around the waist. It 

can be a sarong or skirt, or even a sling to 

carry babies. Both types of clothing represent 

African cultures and are worn during the 

carnival to celebrate those connections. 

The Carnival ends with a procession 

down to Fort Jesus, which was built by the 

Portuguese in 1593 to protect Mombasa and 

is a UNESCO World Heritage Center. It was 

built on a ridge at the entrance to the old 

harbor. From the nearby beach, carnival goers 

can watch a sailing regatta in the waters of 

the Indian Ocean. And if there hasn’t been 

enough excitement to the day, tourists often 

find their way to Mombasa’s old town for 

more Mombasa and Swahili cuisine.

The carnival is Mombasa’s celebration of 

all the cultures that have combined to make 

the city unique. It is an excellent way to 

sample some of the many different cultural 

influences on Mombasa, including art, music, 

and crafts, while having a great time!

Party in the Streets:    
by Marcia Amidon Lusted

    Mombasa’s Carnival
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ARTICLE: Abby Goes to La Feria
Magazine pages 22-25, Narrative Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Social Media Post  As Abby attended la feria de abril, she probably posted 

photos and information on social media . Sketch a scene Abby might have posted . 

Write a description to attach to the sketch . 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Refer to details from the text to infer how Abby has changed during her short 

time in Spain .  CCSS Reading 1

•  What are the main ingredients of la feria de abril? How do you know?   

CCSS Reading 1

• Describe the relationship between Abby’s family and the people of Seville . 

Support your description with text evidence .  CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Text Structure   This article was written based on personal 

experience . Because of this, what added details do we learn? In what other 

ways does it differ from an expository nonfiction article?  CCSS Reading 5 

• Understand Point of View  Reread the quotes of Abby’s classmates . How do 

their words portray a sense of excitement? Why do they feel this way?  CCSS 

Reading 6

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students, “Has anyone ever lived abroad? If so, where, why, and for how 

long? What cultural differences did you notice?” If no student has lived abroad, 

ask students to hypothesize why Americans would live abroad, where they 

might live and the cultural differences that would be most evident . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different? 

KEY VOCABULARY
clamor (p. 22) a loud continuous 

noise

variant (p. 23) different in some 

way from others of the same kind 

attired (p. 24) dressed in a 

particular way 

Language Arts/Spanish  What is 
Spanglish? Conduct short research to 
define it and give examples of how it 
is commonly used . Also list examples 
of Spanish words commonly used in 
English and vice versa .

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Cultural practices 
are affected by environmental and 
physical characteristics of place . 

CORE CONTENT

Twelve-year-old Abby, an American living in Spain for a 

year, learns the dress code and dances needed to attend 

la feria de abril . The blossoming orange trees signal the 

time for this fun-loving festival to begin . 
Le
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“You can’t miss la feria de abril!” 

Carmen told twelve-year-old Abby, 

as they munched on Spanish pastries 

during a break between classes. It was 

February in Sevilla (Seville), in southern 

Spain. The city’s tens of thousands of 

orange trees were exploding in blooms, 

and the scent of orange blossoms wafted 

on the warm breeze.

Abby and her family were living in 

Seville for a year. When Abby first arrived, 

she didn’t know many Spanish words 

beyond azul and rojo — blue and red. 

Luckily, the other girls in her class were 

taking English classes. They communicated 

using a combination of Spanish, English, 

and Spanglish.

“What’s la feria de abril?” Abby wanted 

to know. Her classmates clamored to 

explain. “April fair!” “It’s a big party for 

everyone in Sevilla!” “It lasts all week!” “We 

dance las sevillanas!” “You need a special 

dress — a traje de flamenca!” “It’s the best!” 

“Everyone rides horses there.” “And there 

are bullfights, too!” “It’s a school holiday!”  

Abby didn’t want to miss this. She 

asked her parents if they could all go to la 

feria, just like the sevillanos — the people 

of Seville. They said yes, they’d attend a 

day of the festivities. Now . . . to get ready!

What to Wear? 
A girl can’t attend la feria without a traje 

de flamenca! But how to find just the 

right outfit? Abby’s friend Mariela took 

her and her mother to Maria Isabel Ruiz’s 

dressmaking shop. Maria Isabel would sew 

Abby’s dress. Abby selected a pale blue 

fabric with white polka dots. She and Maria 

Isabel agreed on big starched ruffles on 

the sleeves and rows of ruffles running 

from her ankles halfway to her waist. 

Abby Goes to

by Christy Mihaly

La Feria
Abby and her mother are ready for la feria de abril. 

2323

Meanwhile, Mom selected a fancy red and black 

dress from the rack. Maria Isabel would alter it to 

fit. Their dresses would be finished just in time for 

la feria.

Now they needed accessories to match. More 

friends showed Abby and Mom where to shop for 

the right combs and flowers for their hair, bright 

shawls, and big, dangly earrings. And of course, 

comfortable shoes — because they planned to 

dance up a storm.

Dancing Las Sevillanas
To really “do” la feria, you must dance las 

sevillanas. These folk dances are a variant of 

flamenco dancing, which is very popular in 

southern Spain. Children there learn to dance 

las sevillanas soon after they start to walk. Abby 

was worried, though: she didn’t have time to take 

dance classes before la feria. 

Another friend, Marga, agreed to tutor Abby 

and Mom in the basic steps. Marga thought they 

could learn the four dances — but they’d have 

to promise to practice! Abby admired Marga’s 

graceful motions. She and her mother tried their 

best to imitate Marga’s fluid hand movements and 

follow her fancy footwork. They practiced long 

hours, working with online videos after Marga left. 

Abby’s dad declined, but that was okay — at la 

feria, the women and girls dance more than the 

men and boys.

The Big Day
Finally, the big day arrived. Abby and her mom 

put flowers in their hair (after checking videos 

for pointers on the proper placement), squeezed 

into their tight-fitting trajes, and arranged their 

accessories. Dad put on a suit. The family 

boarded the metro for the ride to the fairgrounds. 

Brightly attired people of all ages, flaunting 

flowers and ruffles and polka dots, filled the train. 

Walking into the fairgrounds beneath the 

towering main gate, Abby and her parents 

A young boy leads the way to his family’s caseta. 

Abby’s mother helps her pin her hair up for the big day. 
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ARTICLE: Semana Santa: Guatemala’s Holy Week
Magazine pages 26-28, Expository Nonfiction     

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Collaborate  Discuss the following questions with a partner: What if your family 

moves to Guatemala and you’re not Catholic? How would you feel about a festival 

like Semana Santa? What would be your purpose for attending or participating in 

such a festival?

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Use details from the text to draw a three-panel illustration of what a roadway 

looks like before, during, and after a procession .  CCSS Reading 1 

• Summarize what happens during Semana Santa and why . Base your summary 

on facts and details from the article .  CCSS Reading 2

•  Describe the relationship between Guatemalan people and their dominant 

religion . How does one affect the other?  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Text Structure  This author uses a chronological text structure . 

Rewrite the article comparing Semana Santa to your Easter celebration or 

another religious holiday you celebrate .  CCSS Reading 5 

• Evaluate Evidence  Locate evidence throughout the article supporting this 

statement: Semana Santa is a blend of two cultures . Is the evidence relevant? 

Is it sufficient?  CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

As a class, allow students to brainstorm a list of holidays tied to religion . 

Discuss how and why religious holidays differ from secular holidays . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different? 

KEY VOCABULARY
cobblestone (p. 26) a round 

stone that is used in paving streets 

incense (p. 27) a substance that 

is used often in religious ceremonies 

and produces a strong and pleasant 

smell when it is burned 

mass (p. 28) a worship service 

held in the Catholic church

Art  Use bulletin board paper to 
create an alfombra for your hallway . 
Sketch traditional symbols and paint 
it with colors mentioned in the article . 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Historical contexts 
have shaped and continue to shape 
people’s perspectives . 

CORE CONTENT

As a predominantly Catholic country, the biggest holiday 

of the year in Guatemala is holy week . Mixing native 

Mayan culture with Spanish Catholicism, people create 

elaborate temporary carpets for processions portraying 

events in the life of Jesus . The week of festivities comes to 

an end with fireworks on Easter morning . Le
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by Christine Graf

26 

What if Easter preparations meant dyeing 

sand, collecting pine needles, and staying 

up all night to work on an art project knowing 

it would be ruined the very next day? Well, 

welcome to Guatemala’s Semana Santa, or Holy 

Week!

Semana Santa is the biggest holiday of 

the year in Guatemala. Festivals take place 

throughout Lent in more than 300 cities and 

villages across the country, but one of the most 

famous celebrations is held the week before 

Easter in Antigua, the ancient capital city. There, 

cobblestone streets are repaired and homes are 

freshly painted and adorned with purple and 

white banners, lilies, and ribbons as the town gets 

ready to host visitors from all over the world. 

Holy Week celebrations were introduced in 

Guatemala by the Spanish conquerors in the 

mid 16th century. But it’s the blend of Guatemala’s 

native Mayan culture with the Spanish Catholic 

tradition that gives Guatemala’s Semana Santa its 

unique flavor.

Semana Santa: Guatemala’s Holy Week

by LuAnn Kern

Semana Santa begins with families and 

community groups decorating the streets with 

elaborate designs made of sawdust, sand, flowers, 

pine needles, fruits, and vegetables. Bright lamps 

light up the streets as artists work through the 

night, sitting on raised boards as they create 

designs directly on the ground. Their decorations 

include images of birds and flowers, geometric 

designs, and even some 3-D designs. All are made 

of bright reds, yellows, purples, oranges, blues, 

and greens. Because they look like fancy carpets, 

they are known by the Arabic word for carpets, 

alfombras.

But these beautiful alfombras don’t last long. 

Moments after they’re completed, people carrying 

heavy floats walk all over them on their way to the 

church. That’s actually what they are meant for, to 

cushion the footsteps of the marchers from the 

uneven surface of the cobblestone streets. 

Bah-dum! Bah-dum! The sounds of hundreds 

of people walking in rhythm fill the streets. Here 

come the processiones, Spanish for processions, 

semana santa: guatemala’s holy week

by LuAnn Kern

This city hosts an annual tomato-throwing contest. Saucy!

A procession honoring the Virgin Mary makes its way through the streets of Antigua, Guatemala. 
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marching right across the beautiful alfombras. The 

marchers carry large and heavy wooden floats, or 

andas, that portray scenes from the life of Jesus. These 

processions occur throughout Lent, but the biggest 

ones are held the days just before Easter. The andas 

are carried by men dressed in purple robes with white 

or purple headdresses or hoods. Thursday’s procession 

goes all night long and includes men dressed as Roman 

soldiers, carrying swords and spears, acting out the arrest 

and trial of Jesus. On Good Friday, buildings in Antigua 

are draped in black, and the men wear black robes as they 

carry the andas showing the death of Jesus. 

On Holy Saturday, the procession of the Virgin Mary 

includes a smaller andas carried by women wearing white 

dresses or traditional Mayan clothing, with scarves or 

veils on their heads. Their white clothing signifies Jesus’ 

victory over death. There are even children’s processions 

throughout the week with young girls and boys also 

dressed in white or traditional Mayan clothing carrying 

their own smaller andas.

Carrying an andas is no easy task. The heavy wooden 

base is carved with flowers and birds, and long handles 

run along both sides. The people carrying the andas 

are called cucurucho. They take their job very seriously, 

beginning months in advance when they wait in long 

lines just to pay for their spot in the procession. During 

the march they pray to Jesus. Cucuruchos are measured 

at their shoulder so that each group of them are of similar 

height. This will help the andas remain level during the 

procession. Some andas weigh several thousand pounds 

and require 40 to 100 cucuruchos to carry it one block at 

a time before the next team steps in.  

During the processions, children from the church walk 

between the andas swaying incense burners hanging 

from long chains. Sometimes the smoke is so thick it’s 

hard to see the andas, and it lingers so long that you can 

still smell the smoky pine scent weeks later. Musicians 

walk behind the andas playing somber funeral marches. 

The musicians are followed by cleanup crews sweeping 

the street so that a new alfombra can be prepared before 

the next procession begins. 

The processions wind through the city streets, ending 

semana santa: guatemala’s holy week

Guatemalans use the time before Lent begins to 
celebrate and be joyous. 

Beautiful, but temporary — alfombras line the streets for 
just a few hours before they are destroyed. 
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ARTICLE: Behind the Scenes of a Mardi Gras Float
Magazine pages 30-31, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Persuasive Proposal  You are part of a krewe where everyone is asked to 

submit their idea for next year’s float . Write a persuasive proposal to include the 

theme of the float, a sketched design, coloration, crowd appeal, and why you think it 

should be chosen . 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• What can you infer from the fact that there is a Mardi Gras World where you 

can learn more about Mardi Gras? Support your answer with text details .   

CCSS Reading 1

•  Using details from the text, create a flowchart of steps showing how a float is 

constructed .  CCSS Reading 1

• Locate examples of cause/effect throughout the text . Use these relationships 

to determine how human activity has impacted the culture of New Orleans .  
CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Understand Point of View  How do you view Mardi Gras if you are a) a tourist 

b) a local resident c) a krewe member d) a Mardi Gras World employee  

or e) the head of New Orleans tourism?  CCSS Reading 6

• Compare Information  Compare the information in this article to information 

from Robert in “Dear Kylie .” How and why does it differ?  CCSS Reading 9

PREPARE TO READ

Show students images of Mardi Gras floats . (Search online .) Ask students to 

make predictions about who created these, what they’re made of, and how 

long it takes to build them . Allow students to share experiences if they’ve ever 

helped build a float . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different?  

KEY VOCABULARY
krewe (p. 30) one of the groups 

with hereditary membership whose 

members organize and participate 

as costumed paraders in the annual 

Mardi Gras carnival

posterity (p. 31) people in the 

future 

History  Conduct research to find out 
why New Orleans has a strong French 
influence . What evidence remains to 
this day? 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Human activities 
affect the cultural characteristics of 
places or regions . 

CORE CONTENT

One of the most important aspects of Mardi Gras, a 

festival observed before Lent in New Orleans, is the 

parade floats . These floats are newly designed every year, 

although some props may be recycled from previous 

years’ floats . The end result is a crowd-pleasing product 

sure to wow those watching the parades . 
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Mardi Gras World in the city of New 

Orleans offers unique, behind-the-

scenes tours of its floats. Every float here is 

worked on year-round for the festival known 

as the Greatest Free Show on Earth: Mardi 

Gras. And there is no way to separate these 

spectacular floats from the fun of Mardi Gras 

parades!

French for “Fat Tuesday,” Mardi Gras was 

begun in New Orleans in the 1700s and 

takes place before Lent. Because Lent is a 

religious time of fasting, people celebrate 

Mardi Gras to prepare to give up rich foods. 

What better way to celebrate parades, which 

kick off two weeks before and up until Mardi 

Gras day, than with eye-catching floats? Each 

year, anywhere from 14 to 40 floats make 

their way down St. Charles Avenue, the most 

popular route, and throughout New Orleans and 

its suburbs. 

Months before the festival, floats are brought 

to life at Blaine Kern Studios of Mardi Gras World, 

established in 1947. First, a theme is brainstormed 

by the krewe of people who pay for the float. 

The krewe also ride the float in parades, tossing 

gifts such as throws or beads, cups, stuffed 

animals, and doubloons to bystanders. Themes 

for floats range from classics we know and love 

like The Jungle Book to a newly invented cast of 

characters. 

The moment you enter the prop shop at 

Mardi Gras World, you witness how floats are 

transformed into striking additions to parades. 

Each float is created by artisans like designers, 

BEHIND THE SCENES OF A MARDI GRAS FLOATBEHIND THE SCENES OF A MARDI GRAS FLOAT
By Doreen Diorio
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Much work is put into every Mardi Gras float. 

painters, and sculptors. The designer presents a 

drawing to be approved by the krewe, and each 

prop (or part) of the design is sculpted in clay and 

then drawn on Styrofoam. The float for the three 

jesters of Rex, king of Mardi Gras, features props 

of heads with hats of purple, green, and gold, the 

colors of the festival.

Props can be three feet thick and up to 10 

feet tall, and are cut from Styrofoam, sanded, 

and sculpted with a knife, rasp, and a hot knife. 

The hot, electric knife is used to melt and carve 

a prop’s features such as the ears, eye sockets, 

or cheekbones of a character. The prop is then 

covered with papier-mâché of brown paper and 

primed (or painted) to seal it with white latex paint.  

Details are added to give each float its magical 

sparkle of life. Props for a nature theme might 

be carved and painted to trick the eye with the 

appearance of real leaves, feathers, or fur. 

When all the props are finished, they get 

stapled, screwed, and wired onto the float’s 

BEHIND THE SCENES OF A MARDI GRAS FLOAT

wooden frame. Light props like flowers are 

stapled on, and heavy props like a dragon’s head 

are screwed onto the frame, which gets towed 

by a tractor through parades. Each float is built 

for only one year’s festival and will be recycled 

after Mardi Gras. Who knows how a prop might 

be recreated for the following festival? A dolphin 

in an undersea float might become next year’s 

Martian for a float with an outer space theme. 

After touring the prop shop, you enter the 

float den to be greeted by props that are stored 

for posterity like Dorothy from Oz. Here, you can 

make a mask, another art form along with dance 

and music that is vital to the festival, in a hands-

on workshop. Then wrap up your tour with a 

glimpse of dazzling, completed floats that will 

stand out in a crowd — a Mardi Gras crowd that 

is sure to jam-pack the streets of New Orleans!

BEHIND THE SCENES OF A MARDI GRAS FLOAT

 31

Look closely if you attend Mardi Gras every year. You may see 
some of the same props recycled into new themes. 
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ARTICLE: Purim: The Joyous Jewish Holiday
Magazine pages 36-37, Expository Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Play  Use information presented in the article to write a short play about 

Purim and its importance to Jewish culture . Take turns reading sections of your play 

with a partner .   

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Based on details from the article, infer why Mordecai told Esther to keep her 

Jewish identity a secret .  CCSS Reading 1

•  Summarize the story of Esther . Mention specific details from the text .   

CCSS Reading 2

• Compare/contrast the ways Purim is celebrated around the world . What can 

you conclude from your comparison?  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Character Traits  Determine the character traits of Haman, Esther, 

Mordecai, and King Ahasuerus . Base your traits on clues from the text .   

CCSS Reading 4

• Evaluate Evidence  The festival of Purim serves as a way to preserve cultural 

history . Locate evidence to support this claim . Is it sufficient?  CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students to share examples of religious persecution from the present or 

past . Then, ask them to hypothesize how a festival could be related to the 

experience of religious persecution .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different?  

KEY VOCABULARY
rescind (p. 36) to say officially 

that something is no longer valid

decree (p. 36) an official order 

given by a person with power or by a 

government 

synagogue (p. 36) a building 

that is used for Jewish religious 

services 

Life Skills/Math  Conduct research 
to find a recipe for hamantaschen . 
Gather ingredients and follow the 
recipe to prepare a double batch for 
your class . 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Individuals may 
shape significant historical change . 

CORE CONTENT

The Jewish holiday of Purim commemorates how Queen 

Esther and her cousin, Mordecai, saved the Jewish 

people from Haman’s plot to kill them . Although Jewish 

communities around the world have different ways of 

celebrating Purim, they all serve to unite the people in a 

celebration of life . 
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Imagine a holiday like Halloween, but with 

both adults and children wearing costumes. 

There’s no trick or treating, but everyone is 

eating special cookies. They are also having lots 

of fun being silly at carnivals and plays. Welcome 

to Purim, an ancient holiday still celebrated in 

Jewish communities worldwide. It occurs on the 

14th day of the Jewish month of Adar (typically 

in March) and celebrates the deliverance of the 

Persian Jews from evil Haman, prime minister 

to King Ahasuerus. The story comes from the 

biblical Scroll or Book of Esther, set in the 4th 

century B.C.E. in the Persian Empire. 

A dramatic killing begins the story. After 

having his wife executed for disobeying him, 

King Ahasuerus selects a new queen, the 

beautiful Esther. Her cousin, Mordecai, a leader 

of the Jews, counsels her not to reveal her 

Jewish identity.  

Haman, an advisor to the King Ahasuerus, 

seeks the king’s favor and soon becomes prime 

minister. Following Haman’s promotion, King 

Ahasuerus orders everyone to bow down to 

him. Mordecai, an observant Jew, refuses to 

bow down because Haman wears a large idol 

around his neck and he cannot bow to any 

idol. Angered, Haman convinces the king that 

the Jews are rebellious and must be killed. The 

king is persuaded and allows Haman to issue a 

decree throughout the kingdom ordering the 

Persians to kill the Jews. Mordecai learns of the 

plan and with his cousin Queen Esther they 

plot to save the Jews.  

Queen Esther invites Haman and the king 

to her chambers two days in a row for a special 

feast with wine. The king is so pleased with 

her that he allows her a request. Esther reveals 

her Jewish identity and begs the king to spare 

the Jews from Haman’s murderous plan. King 

Ahasuerus then learns of how Mordecai saved 

his life from traitors and he becomes angry 

with Haman for deceiving him. The king orders 

Haman’s death.

 Mordecai becomes prime minister to the 

king, but he and Esther are worried about 

Haman’s decree that cannot be rescinded. 

The king supports their writing of a new 

decree, which encourages the Jews to defend 

themselves. So on the 13th day of Adar, the 

Jews battle the Persian soldiers and win. On 

the 14th day, they celebrate their victory. 

The celebration of Purim includes several 

joyful customs. The story of Esther is often 

dramatized in a Purim play, called a spiel with 

children and adults exaggerating their acting 

and being silly. In synagogues, there is always 

a public, participatory reading of the Book of 

Esther. Everyone wears costumes and when 

they hear the name “Haman” spoken, they boo 

or shake noisemakers, called graggers. Carnivals 

are also part of the celebration. Children play 

games such as throwing balls to knock over 

Haman’s head, or they decorate Purim cards.  

Food plays an important role, and eating a 

festive meal with friends and family is a must. 

by Bonnie Lindauer   

PURIM
THE JOYOUS JEWISH HOLIDAY

Special cookies called 
hamentashen are enjoyed 
during Purim. 
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Yummy, triangular-shaped cookies called 

hamentashen, pronounced “hahmintashin,” are 

served for dessert. They are shaped to resemble 

Haman’s hat and filled with poppy seeds or fruit.

Jewish communities around the world 

have developed additional Purim customs. Here 

are some examples of how various Jewish 

communities have celebrated Purim.

• Moroccan Jews traditionally make sweet 

Purim breads with raisins and hard-boiled 

eggs kneaded into the center of the bread to 

symbolize Haman’s eye. 

• Iranian Jews exchange gifts and visit the 

tombs of Esther and Mordecai in Hamadan. 

• In the Bukharan Jewish community in 

Uzbekistan, Jews have traditionally made a 

Haman snowman full of fruit peels and other 

trash. At the end of the day, they make a 

huge bonfire and melt the Haman snowman. 

• In the French Jewish community, children 

used to write the name Haman on stones 

and then work on striking out the name 

during the reading of the Book of Esther by 

clapping the stones together. 

• In Italy, Jews would make an effigy 

of Haman and encircle it while blasting 

trumpets. 

• In Israel, Purim is perhaps one of the most 

spectacular holidays in the world. Thousands 

of people take to the streets, parading their 

costumes and making merry.  

All of these examples illustrate how 

Jews worldwide have varying customs for 

celebrating Purim and blotting out Haman’s 

name from history. 

 

FAST FACTS
• One important Purim custom is to donate money 

to at least two charities. 

• Another tradition is to send two ready-to-eat 

foods to someone. This practice is called mishloach 

manot, pronounced “mishlowah manoat,” and it 

typically involves preparing a small bag or basket of 

dried fruits, nuts, candies, and hamentashen to give 

to a friend or relative.       

Bonnie Lindauer has been celebrating Purim for 

many years, usually dressed as a Persian princess. 

She is a retired teacher and librarian and loves 

walking her dog Archie, reading, and gardening.  

Young and old 
dress up as 
part of Purim. 
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ARTICLE: The Mid-Autumn Festival
Magazine pages 38-41, Narrative Nonfiction     

WRITING

Write a Menu  Create a three-course meal to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival . Use 

information from the article to gather menu ideas . What ingredient substitutions 

might have to be made based on ingredient availability where you live? What local 

ingredients would you add to give your menu local flare? First, list your menu, then 

write a descriptive paragraph for fellow classmates to read .

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•  Why does the celebratory food vary by region? List examples from the text and 

draw conclusions about the physical geography of each region .  CCSS Reading 1

• What details does the author recall from her childhood that inform you about 

Chinese culture?  CCSS Reading 1

• Based on symbolism mentioned in the article, determine the theme of the Mid-

Autumn Festival .  CCSS Reading 2 

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Point of View  Where does the article switch points of view? Why? 

How did this switch affect your understanding of the information?   
CCSS Reading 6

• Compare Texts  Twice the author mentions the Jade Rabbit and the Lady in 

the Moon . Read “Legends of the Mid-Autumn Festival” to identify additional 

reasons why the Chinese people honor the moon .  CCSS Reading 9

PREPARE TO READ

Instruct students to list facts about the moon . For each fact, determine 

how they learned the fact . Then ask students to hypothesize what ancient 

civilizations may have believed about the moon . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do festivals make places 
similar and different?  

KEY VOCABULARY
orb (p. 38) something (such as a 

planet, the sun, or the moon) that is 

shaped like a ball 

delicacy (p. 39) a food that 

people like to eat because it is special 

or rare 

convene (p. 40) to come 

together in a group for a meeting 

Art  Make Chinese lanterns to display 
in your classroom or at students’ 
homes .  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Patterns of food 
consumption are influenced by the 
resources available in a region . 

CORE CONTENT

The Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival celebrates the end of 

the harvest season . As such, food plays an important role . 

While the food varies by region, the sense of togetherness 

under a moonlit sky lasts long after the last bite of 

mooncake has been eaten . 
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Legend has it that during the Chinese Mid-

Autumn Festival, if you look closely enough, 

you can see the images of the Jade Rabbit and 

the Lady in the Moon. This is the time when the 

full moon rises into the night sky at its roundest 

and brightest all year. The moon’s round shape 

symbolizes togetherness and unity, and families 

gather together to share a meal, celebrate the 

moon’s glimmering beauty, and retell stories of 

long ago.

The tradition of appreciating the moon 

dates back almost 2,000 years to the Tang 

Dynasty (618–907 AD), when families gazed 

at the exquisite orb glowing in the sky and 

took walks in the moonlight. It wasn’t until 

sometime during the Northern Song Dynasty 

(960–1127 AD) that the fifteenth day of the 

eighth month in the Chinese or lunar calendar 

was declared Mid-Autumn Festival. “Lunar” 

means, “moon,” and the lunar calendar is based 

on the phases of the moon. In the Western 

calendar, this festival usually falls somewhere 

between September 8 and October 6.

It was believed that praying to the Moon 

Goddess on this day would bring a good harvest, 

so this festival is also called the Harvest Moon 

Festival. Worshipping the Moon Goddess with 

incense and round fruits such as grapes, apples, 

and pomelos (a grapefruit-like citrus) also 

became a popular custom. 

Food has always played an important role 

in Chinese celebrations, whether it’s a wedding, 

birthday, or other festival. Some foods hold 

special meanings, such as pumpkin, which is 

THE MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL

by Natasha Yim

Child performers stand in a line after their traditional performance to 
celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival at a temple in Beijing. 
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commonly thought to bring good health. Mid-

Autumn Festival meals often include a pumpkin 

dish. Taro (which is similar to a yam) is believed 

to banish bad luck and invite good luck and 

wealth. The custom of eating taro during the 

Mid-Autumn Festival was introduced in the 

Qing (pronounced Ching) Dynasty 

(1644–1911).

Mooncake, a pastry with a golden, flaky 

crust and a sweet, sticky filling is a particular 

Mid-Autumn Festival delight. Its round 

shape represents the moon and symbolizes 

completeness and togetherness. Traditionally, 

the filling is made with lotus seed or red bean 

paste, but now you can find mooncakes stuffed 

with other things from ice cream and chocolate 

to fruits and green tea. You can also find 

mooncakes in other shapes such as squares 

and even cartoon characters like Winnie-the-

Pooh or Hello Kitty.

Families also take great care in preparing 

the Mid-Autumn Festival meal. Dishes use 

ingredients that celebrate the fall harvest such 

as pumpkin, chestnuts, taro, persimmons, sweet 

potatoes, walnuts, and mushrooms. They can 

also include items that are found in abundance 

in a particular area. 

River snails may not sound very appetizing, 

but they are considered a delicacy in 

Guangzhou (Gwan-zoh), and when eaten 

A family enjoys Mid-Autumn festivities in a local park. 
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CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read . Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple articles . Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9) .

•  Festivals are a time of celebration and remembrance . Gather information across texts 
to locate objects and what they symbolize . Use this information to form a picture 
dictionary of festival symbols and their meanings .

• Read “Semana Santa: Guatemala’s Holy Week” and “Purim: The Joyous Jewish 
Holiday” for examples of how festivals can have religious roots . As you reread these 
articles, fill in the rungs of the ladder on the Double Helix graphic organizer (p . 20) .

•  Create a three-column chart labeled What/Where/When . For each article, list what 
is being celebrated, where, and when the festival takes place . After the completion 
of the chart, answer the Essential Question: How do festivals make places similar and 
different?

• Read “Maslenitsa—The Pancake Festival” and “The Mid-Autumn Festival” for 
examples of how some festivals celebrate natural phenomena, such as the sun and 
moon . Construct a Venn diagram to compare and contrast how celestial bodies are 
honored through celebrations in Russia and China .

•  Read “Maslenitsa—The Pancake Festival,” “Party in the Streets: Mombasa’s Carnival” 
and “Abby Goes to La Feria”  to identify unique aspects of the festivals described . 
Then, write a brief summary of how culture influences place . 

Faces: Festivals around the World © May/June 2017
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In this mini-unit, students will explore common themes among festivals held around 
the world . Students will work together in groups to plan and present a “Welcome 
Summer” Festival .

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

MINI-UNIT

ENGAGE READ FOR A 
PURPOSE APPLY

ENGAGE: Engage students in the topic of festivals by showing them the graphic 
organizer below. Guide them in discussing the relationships represented in the diagram 
by posing questions such as “Why is food an important part of a festival?” and “How 
are music and dance related to festivals around the world?” Then, share the Essential 
Question for this issue: How do festivals make places similar and different?

Festivals

Music/
Dance

Theme

Food
Decorations

and
Costumes
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READ FOR A PURPOSE

INTRODUCE THE ACTIVITY: “Welcome Summer” Festival: Tell students that the 
culminating activity for this mini-unit is for them to plan and present a festival for 
summer that incorporates common characteristics of festivals from around the world . 

MINI-UNIT (cont .)

RETURN TO THE TEXT: Before students can begin planning their own festival, they 
must first learn about why festivals occur, what happens at a festival, when they 
occur, and where . Organize students into groups . Then, pass out the Festival Checklist 
Graphic Organizer (p . 18) . Allow students time to choose, read, and complete the 
checklist individually for three separate articles . After students have had time to 
gather information, re-group as a whole class and ensure students have the following 
understandings:

• All festivals are held to celebrate a person, place, or thing .

• Festivals often have religious roots or ties .

• Festivals often celebrate natural phenomena (equinoxes, solstices, harvest time, etc .) .

• Festivals often celebrate single historical events or broader historical 
developments (i .e . Women’s Rights, Civil Rights, Independence Movements, etc .) .

• Festivals often incorporate special dress (i .e . costume) and music/dance . 

• Festivals often incorporate special food .

• Festivals often incorporate special decoration .
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APPLY: “Welcome Summer” Festival: Now that students have gathered information, 
they are ready to plan and present their own festival .

MINI-UNIT (cont .)

Materials:  Festival Planner Graphic Organizer (one for each group, see page 19)

STEP 1: Brainstorm  Hand out one Festival Planner (p . 19) per group . Ask groups to 
review their Festival Checklist and brainstorm ideas for their own festival . 

STEP 2: Brainstorm  Instruct groups to use the Festival Planner to record how 
their festival will honor the theme of summer and present cultural elements 
specific to your school . Each group needs to complete only one final planner 
organizer .

STEP 3: Gather Feedback  Have groups exchange their planner with one other 
group . Allow time for each group to review and provide feedback to the other 
group . Have groups focus on the question, “What elements could they add or 
might they want to develop further?”

STEP 6: Share and Debrief  Allow time for each group to present . After the 
festival presentations, discuss the amount of work that goes into planning a 
festival . Ask students, “Why do you think festivals are important and how do they 
make places similar and different?” 

STEP 4: Revise  Instruct groups to revise their plan based on feedback gathered 
from their peers . 

STEP 5: Create  As a class, determine the date for each group to give a 
presentation of their festival . Instruct groups that they will need to introduce 
their festival and explain when and where it will occur and who will be involved 
in it . Also, remind students that they will need to show examples of the costume/
dress and decorations, as well as describe (or if allowed, provide actual samples 
of) the types of food at the festival . 
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NAME: _________________________

FESTIVAL CHECKLIST

Fill out the checklist and list an example for each checked box.

Festival Name:

Where:

When:

Who:

Festival Name:

Where:

When:

Who:

Festival Name:

Where:

When:

Who:

Food: Food: Food:

Music: Music: Music:

Costume/Dance: Costume/Dance: Costume/Dance:

Decoration: Decoration: Decoration:

Other: Other: Other: 

Article 1 Article 3 Article 2 
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NAME: _________________________

FESTIVAL PLANNER

Festival Theme: “WELCOME SUMMER”

Festival Name:

Where:

When:

Who:

Food:

Music:

Costume/Dance:

Decoration:

Other:
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Meeting State and National Standards:  
   Core Instructional Concepts

The articles in this magazine provide a wealth of opportunities for meeting state and national 
instructional standards . The following pages contain charts listing Core Instructional Concepts 
for each of three curricular areas: English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies . 

USING THE STANDARDS CHARTS

ELA  
Corresponding CCSS anchor standards have been listed next to each item on the Core 
Instructional Concepts chart . To customize the chart, add your own grade, state, or district 
standards in the last column . Match the concepts and standards from the chart to the 
activities on each page of the Teacher’s Guide to complete your lesson plans .
 

SOCIAL STUDIES  
Content Concepts in each Article Guide are based on Dimension 2 of the CS Framework 
for Social Studies: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools . Use the last column in the 
accompanying chart to correlate these concepts to your state or district standards .
 

SCIENCE  
Content Concepts in each Article Guide are drawn from the Three Dimensions of the Next 
Generation Science Standards . You will also find connections to these concepts within 
individual close-reading questions .
 

MATH  
Content Opportunities for math activities are provided in the Cross-Curricular extensions on 
each Article Guide page .

Appendix
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   CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
READING, LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGE ARTS

SKILLS AND CONCEPTS CCSS ANCHOR 
STANDARD

CORRESPONDING 
STANDARD

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly. Reading 1

Make logical inferences to determine what the text communicates 

implicitly .
Reading 1

Cite specific textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from the 

text . 
Reading 1

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development .
Reading 2

Summarize key supporting details and ideas. Reading 2

Analyze how individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 

the course of a text . 
Reading 3

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE  

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text . Reading 4

Determine technical, connotative, and figurative meanings. Reading 4

Analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone . Reading 4

Analyze the structure of texts (sequence, cause/effect, compare/

contrast, problem/solution)
Reading 5

Recognize the genre, key elements, and characteristics of literary texts . Reading 5

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 

text . 
Reading 6

Analyze how an author’s style and tone affects meaning . Reading 6

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats . Reading 7

Identify and evaluate the argument and claims in a text . Reading 8

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics. Reading 9

WRITING
Write arguments to support claims, using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence . 
Writing 1

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly and accurately .
Writing 2

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events . Writing 3

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research .
Writing 9

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects. Writing 10
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CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
SOCIAL STUDIES

C3 INQUIRY ARC 
DIMENSION 2: APPLYING DISCIPLINARY CONCEPTS AND TOOLS

STATE OR 
DISTRICT 
STANDARD

CIVICS
Analyze the origins, functions, and structure of different governments and the origins and 

purposes of laws and key constitutional provisions .

Summarize core civic virtues and democratic principles.

Evaluate policies intended to address social issues .

ECONOMICS

Evaluate the benefits and costs of individual economic choices.

Analyze economic incentives, including those that cause people and businesses to specialize 

and trade .

Explain the importance of resources (i .e . labor, human capital, physical capital, natural 

resources) in methods of economic production.

Explain the functions of money in a market economy .

Explain the importance of competition in a market economy .

Apply economic concepts (i .e . interest rate, inflation, supply and demand) and theories of how 

individual and government actions affect the production of goods and services.

Analyze economic patterns, including activity and interactions between and within nations .

GEOGRAPHY
Construct and use maps and other graphic representations (i .e . images, photographs, etc .) of 

different places .

Explain cultural influences on the way people live and modify and adapt to their environments .

Analyze places, including their physical, cultural and environmental characteristics and how 

they change over time .

Analyze movement of people, goods, and ideas.

Analyze regions, including how they relate to one another and the world as a whole from a 

political, economic, historical, and geographic perspective .

HISTORY
Interpret historical context to understand relationships among historical events or 

developments. 

Evaluate historical events and developments to identify them as examples of historical change 

and/or continuity.

Analyze perspectives, including factors that influence why and how individuals and groups 

develop different ones .

Evaluate historical sources, including their reliability, relevancy, utility, and limitations .

Analyze causes and effects, both intended and unintended, of historical developments .



21 Faces: Festivals around the World © May/June 2017

CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
SCIENCE

DIMENSION 2: CROSSCUTTING CONCEPTS

Dimension 2 provides an organizational schema for integrating and interrelating knowledge from different science 

domains . The eight NGSS Crosscutting Concepts are as follows:

• Patterns

• Similarity and Diversity

• Cause and Effect

• Scale, Proportion, and Quantity

• Systems and System Models

• Energy and Matter

• Structure and Function

• Stability and Change

DIMENSION 3: DIMENSIONS AND DISCIPLINARY CORE IDEAS

Dimension 3 presents a contained set of Disciplinary Core Ideas to support deeper understanding and application of 

content . The following chart details Core Ideas for curriculum, instructional content, and assessments within four domains .

LIFE SCIENCE PHYSICAL SCIENCE EARTH SCIENCE SPACE SYSTEMS
• Structure and  

Function of  
Living Things

• Life Cycles and  
Stages

• Reproduction & 
Inherited Traits

• Animals

• Plants

• Forces and  
Interactions

• Energy

• Light

• Sound

• Electricity/  
Magnetism

• Matter

• Waves

• Heat

• Chemistry

• Information  
Processing

• Weather

• Climate

• Rocks & Soil

• Erosion and 
Weathering

• Landforms

• Water

• Oceans

• History of Earth

• Plate Tectonics

• Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes,  
and Tsunamis

• Solar System

• Planets

• Moon

• Sun

DIMENSION 1: SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING PRACTICES

Dimension 1 focuses on the practice of science, and how knowledge is continually adapted based on new findings . 

The eight practices of the K-12 Science and Engineering Curriculum are as follows:

• Asking questions (for science) and defining 

problems (for engineering)

• Developing and using models

• Planning and carrying out investigations

• Analyzing and interpreting data

• Using mathematics and computational thinking

• Constructing explanations (for science) and designing 

solutions (for engineering)

• Engaging in argument from evidence

• Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information


