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OVERVIEW

In this magazine, 
readers will learn 
how physical 
and human 
characteristics 
have shaped 
Moroccan culture. 
Faces: Land 
of Extremes—

Morocco includes information about 
Morocco’s physical geography, natural and 
man-made resources, and religion, as well 
as the people who live there.
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Using This Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, ideal for providing 
interdisciplinary instruction of social studies and science content as well as core literacy 
concepts  Find practical advice for teaching individual articles or use a mini-unit that helps 
your students make cross-text connections as they integrate ideas and information   

READ INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 14

Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching literacy concepts and content area knowledge  For each 

individual article in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS Speaking and Listening 1, 2, 4

Writing/Speaking and Listening
CCSS Writing 1, 2, 3 & 6

CCSS Speaking and Listening 1, 2, 4

Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies 

Next Generation Science Standards

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 16-18

Magazine articles can easily be grouped to make cross-text 

connections and comparisons  Our Mini-Unit allows students 

to read and discuss multiple articles and integrate ideas and 

information (CCSS Reading 9)  Discussing multiple articles 

(CCSS Reading 9) prepares students to write texts to share and 

publish in a variety of ways (CCSS Writing 2) 

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS Reading 4

ARTICLES

SOCIAL 
STUDIES

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading and Text Analysis
CCSS Reading 1-10

Essential Question
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Skills and Standards Overview

Essential Question: How have physical and human characteristics of place shaped Moroccan culture?
MAGAZINE  
ARTICLES

CORE CONTENT 
CONCEPT

LITERACY  
SKILLS

CORRESPONDING CCSS 
ANCHOR STANDARDS

Morocco: A Land of 
Extremes
Expository Nonfiction

A single region can display 
great diversity in physical 
geography 

• Close Reading
• Analyze Text Structure
• Interpret Visual 

Information
• Collaborate

Reading 1, 2, 3, 5 & 7
Speaking & Listening 1 & 4

The Tastes of Morocco
Expository Nonfiction

The cuisine of a region is 
determined by available 
resources and cultural 
influences of the past  

• Close Reading
• Interpret Figurative 

Meaning
• Evaluate Evidence
• Create a Menu

Reading 1, 3, 4 & 8
Writing 2

The Power and Beauty of 
Moroccan Mint Tea
Expository Nonfiction

Cultural practices are affected 
by the history of a region  

• Close Reading
• Analyze Mood
• Determine Point of View
• Research and Write an 

Essay

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6
Writing 2 & 7

Human Versus Desert: The 
Marathon des Sables
Expository Nonfiction

Geographic features inhibit/
facilitate the movement of 
people 

• Close Reading
• Evaluate Evidence
• Analyze Text Structure
• Give a Speech

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 8
Speaking & Listening 5 & 8

Mosques, Medinas, and 
the Mahkama: Exploring 
Casablanca
Expository Nonfiction

Cultural practices are affected 
by environmental and physical 
characteristics of places  

• Close Reading
• Interpret Visual 

Information
• Evaluate Evidence
• Write an Op-Ed

Reading 1, 3, 7 & 8
Writing 1

Believer to Believer: The 
King Hassan II Mosque
Expository Nonfiction

Cultural practices are affected 
by the dominant religion of a 
region  

• Close Reading
• Interpret Figurative 

Language
• Determine Author’s 

Purpose
• Write an Expository 

Essay

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6
Writing 2

Temporary Tattoos: Henna-
Style
Expository Nonfiction

Human activities affect the 
cultural characteristics of 
places and regions 

• Close Reading
• Analyze Word Choice
• Write a Business Plan

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5
Writing 2

The Date Palm: More Than 
Just a Tree
Expository Nonfiction

Patterns of food consumption 
are influenced by the available 
resources in a region  

• Close Reading
• Interpret Figurative 

Meaning
• Determine Point of View
• Collaborate

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6
Speaking & Listening 1

Family Life
Expository Nonfiction

Cultural practices are affected 
by the dominant religion of a 
region 

• Close Reading
• Evaluate Evidence
• Analyze Text Features
• Write a News Article

Reading 1, 2, 3, 5 & 8
Writing 2

Let’s Speak Moroccan!
Expository Nonfiction

Language helps distinguish one 
place from another  

• Close Reading
• Analyze Text Structure
• Determine Point of View
• Write a Speech

Reading 1, 2, 5 & 6
Writing 1

A Pound of Flesh
Play/Folktale

Oral traditions reflect human 
characteristics of place  

• Close Reading
• Analyze Mood
• Analyze Text Structure
• Debate

Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5
Speaking & Listening 1 & 4

Comparing Texts: Reading 9

Mini-Unit: Reading 1, 2 & 3; Writing 2
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ARTICLE: Morocco: A Land of Extremes
Magazine pages 8-11, Expository Nonfiction

m

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Collaborate  Assume you are either a salesperson at the Marakesh souk or a 

tourist at the souk  What is your goal? How will you persuade the person you are 

bargaining with that your price is the correct one? 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Why might Americans travel to Morocco? Use details to support your 

inferences   CCSS Reading 1 

• Use details from the article to summarize what you learned about the four 

geographic areas   CCSS Reading 2

•  Compare and contrast shopping and dating in Morocco and in the U S  Locate 

facts in the article showing similarities and differences   CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Text Structure  What type of text structure does the author use? Is 

this structure effective in communicating the main idea? Why or why not?  

CCSS Reading 5

• Interpret Visual Information  Use the accompanying photos to explain how 

Morocco is a land of extremes  How do the photos aid your understanding of 

these extremes?  CCSS Reading 7

PREPARE TO READ

Show students a physical map of Morocco  Have students make 

predictions about Moroccan occupations and industries based on the 

country’s physical geography 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
macaque (p. 9) a type of monkey 

with a very intricate social structure 

and hierarchy

caravan (p. 9) a group of people 

or animals traveling together on a 

long journey, especially through the 

desert 

irrigate (p. 11) to supply with 

water by using artificial means

Economics  Based on what 
you learned in the article, make 
predictions about what Moroccan 
government could do to promote 
economic growth and development 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  A single region can 
display great diversity in physical 
geography 

CORE CONTENT

The extreme differences in the geography of Morocco 

affect how its people live  From the Sahara Desert to 

snowcapped mountains, the Moroccan people adapt to 

the resources of each region to make a living  
Le
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Coastline Region:  
Beach Lovers’ Delight
Stretching along the Mediterranean Sea in the 

north and the Atlantic Ocean to the west, the 

coastline of Morocco is 1,140 miles long. Not 

surprisingly, many people who live along the 

coast make a living in the fishing and tourist 

industries. 

Morocco is well known in the film industry 

as “the Hollywood of North Africa.” Many movies 

WHERE you live affects HOW you live. Morocco is divided into four regions that include 

beautiful beaches, rugged mountains, rolling plains, and a wide swath of the Sahara Desert.

A LAND OF EXTREMES

have been filmed on location in Morocco, such 

as The Mummy, The Mummy Returns, The 

Bourne Ultimatum, Gladiator, and Mamma Mia. 

Why do movie producers choose Morocco? It 

is inexpensive to film there, the light is beautiful, 

and the ancient buildings can stand in for many 

cultures throughout history.

Also like Hollywood, California, Morocco’s 

Atlantic coast is a surfer’s paradise, with plenty of 

waves to catch.  

MOROCCO:    

by Pat Betteley

The markets of Marrakesh attracts 

millions of tourists each year.

a99

A LAND OF EXTREMES
Mountain Region:  
Of Sweethearts and Snow Sports
In northern and central Morocco, the Rif, Mid 

Atlas, High Atlas, and Anti-Atlas Mountains 

dominate the region. Berbers, a group of 

people who lived in Morocco long before 

the Arabs and Europeans arrived, live in the 

mountains and herd sheep and goats for a 

living.  

Because it is difficult to find a spouse in 

isolated mountain villages, Berber men and 

women sometimes travel by donkey to a 

Fiancées Fair, such as the one held in Imilchil, 

in the High Atlas Mountains. This festival 

features speed dating with a traditional twist. 

With just one glance, men and women can 

tell a lot about each other. A woman who has 

been married before wears a pointed hood, 

while a woman who has not been married 

wears a rounded one, and men looking for 

brides wear white headdresses. The couples 

meet and make a quick decision based partly 

on eye contact. All women dress alike in 

striped blue capes, but they wear differing 

amounts of silver and amber beads to show 

their wealth. Their engagement is blessed at 

the tomb of Saint Mehreni, and the couple 

rides off together on the man’s donkey.  

Strange as it may sound, in northern 

Africa, skiing and snowboarding are popular 

sports. Tourists enjoy hiking the snowy peaks 

in winter and spring to see Berber villages, 

sparkling waterfalls, and the Barbary macaques 

in the wild.

Plains Region: Colorful Bazaars
Marrakesh is a famous city in the central region 

of western Morocco.  Long ago, it was a stopping 

point for camel caravan routes. Visitors to Marrakesh 

(also called the “Red City” because the buildings are 

the color of orange-red paprika) feel as if they have 

stepped back in time. The souk, or marketplace, 

in Marrakesh is considered the best in the entire 

country. Donkeys loaded with goods squeeze 

through the market’s crowded, narrow lanes, which 

feature Berber rugs, shiny brass lamps, and food 

vendors at every corner. 

MOROCCO:    

A Berber woman attends 

a fiancées fair in the High 

Atlas Mountains. 



5 Faces: Land of Extremes—Morocco © January 2017

ARTICLE: The Tastes of Morocco
Magazine pages 12-15, Expository Nonfiction

WRITING

Create a Menu  Assume you are opening a Moroccan restaurant in America  Create 

a menu for your Grand Opening  Determine what resources will be available here  

What substitutions will you have to make? What dishes will be distinctly Moroccan? 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Using details from the article, sketch a bird’s eye view of a typical Moroccan 

kitchen   CCSS Reading 1

•  What other cultures influenced Moroccan food? Locate examples of what 

these cultures contributed   CCSS Reading 1

• Use facts from the article to compare/contrast a typical family meal in Morocco 

vs  the U S  How accurate were your earlier predictions?  CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Interpreting Figurative Meaning  The first subtitle is “An Invasion of Flavor ” 

Determine the multiple meanings of this phrase and why it’s suitable    

CCSS Reading 4

• Evaluate Evidence  Determine if the article presents sufficient evidence to 

make the following claim: available resources affect the cuisine of a region   
CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Show students pictures from the article, specifically from page 14  Allow 

students the opportunity to make predictions about what Moroccan cuisine is 

like and how it may be similar to or different from basic American food  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
medley (p. 13) a mixture of 

different things 

essence (p. 13) a substance that 

contains in very strong form the 

special qualities (such as the taste 

and smell) of the thing from which it 

is taken 

Math/Life Skills  Prepare the cookie 
recipe on page 15  Convert the 
measurements to double or half  
the recipe  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  The cuisine of a 
region is determined by available 
resources and cultural influences of 
the past  

CORE CONTENT

Moroccan cuisine is influenced by local resources and 

the various cultures that have settled in the region  

Whether on the go with a kebab or sitting around a tajine, 

Moroccan food tempts the taste buds  
Le
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What are these strange things? Exotic spices? An 

after-school snack? Maybe cafeteria leftovers? 

The answer is — yes! They’re all types of 

amazing and popular Moroccan foods. 

An Invasion of Flavor
Morocco is truly a melting pot of flavors. 

Throughout history, as each new culture settled 

there, from the ancient Phoenicians and Romans to 

the French, Arabs, and British, they introduced their 

own tastes and styles into the kitchen. 

Long ago, the Berbers created seksu, or 

couscous, a staple of Moroccan cuisine. Rolled by 

hand, it looks like rice, but is actually wheat pasta. It’s 

normally eaten with tajines, tossed with raisins and 

nuts, or, in the Berber style, drizzled with buttermilk. 

From the Far East, Arabs introduced a variety 

of spices such as saffron, cumin, cinnamon, 

coriander, and of course, the all-essential 

mixture called ras-al-hanout. When the Moors 

fled Spain, they brought olives, citrus fruits, and 

nuts into Morocco. 

The Moroccan Kitchen
Today, every Moroccan kitchen has an extensive 

spice rack and a tajine, a cooking pot made 

from clay or stoneware with a unique cone-

shaped lid. “Tajine” is also the name of Morocco’s 

national dish. 

Tajines are aromatic and flavorful stews 

made with meats (goat or lamb), seafood, or 

chicken. Fruits, vegetables, spices, and prunes 

Julie Andrews is well 

known for her role in 

The Sound of Music. 

 

T H E 
TASTES 

OF

by Jennifer Buchet

B’stilla and b’ssara. Harira and makouda. Tajine and ras-al-halout. 

A boy looks on as 

meat is grilled for a 

Moroccan dish. 

MOROCCO
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round out the rest of the ingredients. The meal 

is served right from the pot with each diner 

keeping to his or her own portion of the dish. 

Tajines (the stew, not the pot) are often eaten 

by scooping the stew out with homemade 

flatbreads like khobz or harcha. 

In fact, many meals are enjoyed without 

using silverware. Moroccans traditionally eat 

with their right hand, delicately using the first 

few fingers. To make sure everyone has clean 

hands, damp towels are always present at the 

table. 

Meat cooked with fruits and nuts, like 

chicken with apricot or lamb with almonds, 

is typical Moroccan fare. Dates, almonds, and 

figs are recipe essentials, as are spice medleys 

and essences like rose water, cardamom, and 

ginger. Yogurt dips and fruit offer refreshing 

contrasts to highly seasoned main courses. 

No meal is complete without a glass of 

sweet mint tea. Although women are the main 

cooks, it’s customary for men to serve the 

tea. It’s elegantly poured from a great height, 

often as much as two feet away. Other popular 

drinks include fresh pomegranate juice, tangy 

yogurt shakes, spiced coffee, and sharbats, a 

fruit drink made with shaved ice. 

Moroccan Street Food
One of the best places to enjoy Moroccan 

cuisine is not in a fancy restaurant, but in the 

street, from one of the hundreds of pop-up 

food stalls. The Djemma el’ Fna in Marrakesh 

has one of the most famous food markets in 

the world. 

Start your morning with b’ssara, a breakfast 

soup favorite made from fava beans, or fluffy 

pancakes called beghrirs. For a heartier meal, 

try steaming bowls of tomato lentil harira 

soup or slices of quiche-like kalinti made 

from chickpeas. Heat things up with deep-

fried potatoes (makouda) dipped in spicy red 

 

T H E 
TASTES 

OF

by Jennifer Buchet

B’stilla and b’ssara. Harira and makouda. Tajine and ras-al-halout. 

Olives

Tajine

Kebabs
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ARTICLE: The Power & Beauty of Moroccan Mint Tea
Magazine pages 16-17, Expository Nonfiction

WRITING

Research and Write an Essay  Conduct short research into the origins of tea  Trace 

its spread across the globe and the effects it has had on world cultures  Then, write 

a brief essay summarizing your findings 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Locate details from the text supporting the “power” and “beauty” of tea 

mentioned in the article’s title   CCSS Reading 1

• What is the main idea of this article? Which ideas support the main idea?  

CCSS Reading 2

•  Use facts from the article to describe the relationship between tea and 

Moroccan citizens   CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Mood  Construct a list of adjectives the author uses  How does the 

word choice help create the mood of the article?  CCSS Reading 4

• Determine Point of View  Assume you are a member of Moroccan society  

Discuss your view of the importance of tea in everyday life  Cite details from 

the text to support your answer   CCSS Reading 6

PREPARE TO READ

Instruct students to summarize what they know about the importance of 

drinking tea across world cultures  Ask students to predict how this tradition 

may have spread to Morocco  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
ritual (p. 16) a formal ceremony or 

series of acts that is always performed 

in the same way 

infuse (p. 17) to allow something 

(such as tea or herbs) to stay in a 

liquid (such as hot water) in order to 

flavor the liquid 

History  How did Britain and its tea 
culture affect American history? Hint: 
Think back to the Boston Tea Party  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Cultural practices are 
affected by the history of a region  

CORE CONTENT

Enjoying a cup of tea is a cultural tradition in Morocco  

Originally introduced to the area by the British, teatime 

has been elevated into a Moroccan ritual  
Le
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Sweet Moroccan mint tea means, “Welcome, 

friend. Relax and enjoy!” Not only is this 

national drink universally served and loved, but 

it’s also an important cultural tradition in every 

Moroccan’s daily life. From the time a child is 

young, the mother may give the baby tastes of 

bread soaked in tea. Teatime is an important 

time for families at meals and in the evening, 

and often many more times during the day. 

Family members gather to talk and share news, 

and no business deal is completed without 

several glasses of tea.

by Christine Graf

The ritual of tea is much more than a 

glass of the amber liquid. It is a gracious sign 

of hospitality and dignified respect. If you are 

invited inside a Moroccan home or business 

or go into a shop, the owner takes pride in 

preparing and serving the piping hot, soothing, 

fragrant beverage. 

Watch the tea maker. Typically the man of 

the house, or sometimes the woman, places 

green Chinese gunpowder tea into the special 

round pot-bellied teapot, and adds boiling water 

along with fresh mint leaves and many chunks 

The Power and Beauty 
of Moroccan Mint Tea

by Colette Weil Parrinello

Moroccans prefer 

their tea with 

mint and sugar. 

17

of white sugar. After the tea 

infuses, the tea maker tests 

a sample and adjusts the 

flavors. With a gentle, graceful 

sweep of his arm, he lifts a 

teapot with an elegant long 

spout high into the air, as 

high as he can, and pours the 

liquid with a flourish. The tea 

arcs into the small glasses. 

Family and guests admire the 

beauty of the service and sit 

back to relax, enjoy, and talk. 

FAST FACTS
• British merchants brought 

tea to Morocco in 1854. 

Moroccans adjusted the tea 

to their tastes by adding fresh 

mint and sugar.

• Every family, rich or poor, 

will have a special teapot, 

glasses, and tray.

Colette Weil Parrinello 

is a frequent writer for 

children’s magazines and is 

a co-regional advisor for the 

Society of Children’s Book 

Writers and Illustrators.

Pouring tea is done with a flourish in Morocco. 
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ARTICLE: Human Versus Desert: The Marathon des Sables
Magazine pages 18-21, Expository Nonfiction 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Give a Speech Assume you are one of the following: a) Mauro Prosperi b) Patrick 

Bauer c) Kate Sanderson  Prepare and deliver a speech about your harrowing ordeal 

and how it inspired you to start or participate in Marathon des Sables  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•  Use details from the article to compile a list of dangers faced by race 

participants   CCSS Reading 1 

• Determine the theme of the article  Then pinpoint phrases in the article that 

support your theme   CCSS Reading 2 

• From this list, create a list of cause/effect statements that exhibit the extreme 

nature of this race   CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

• Evaluate Evidence Evaluate evidence presented in the article supporting the 

claim that racers and race organizers take their roles very seriously  Is the 

evidence sufficient?  CCSS Reading 8

• Analyze Text Structure Rewrite a portion of the article using an alternative 

structure  Choose from chronological, spatial, comparison, or problem/

solution   CCSS Reading 5

PREPARE TO READ

Tell students they are embarking on a trip across the Sahara Desert  Have them 

brainstorm a list of items they would need to bring along  Here’s the catch: 

they must carry their own supplies  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
ultramarathon (p. 18) any 

footrace longer than the traditional 

marathon of 26 2 miles

rations (p. 19) a particular amount 

of food that is given to one person for 

one day 

inception (p. 20) the time at 

which something begins

Physical Education  Preparing 
for this race is a major physical 
and mental challenge  Construct 
a training schedule for a person 
participating in MdS  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Geographic features 
inhibit/facilitate the movement  
of people  

CORE CONTENT

The Marathon des Sables is known as the “toughest footrace 

on earth ” Covering 156 miles over one week, racers trek 

across the Sahara Desert carrying their own provisions  It 

may not be the right race for very many people, but those 

who complete it often return to race again  

Le
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Hundreds of grueling ultra-marathons take place throughout the world, 

but only one is called the “toughest footrace on earth.” It takes place 

in one of the harshest, most unforgiving places on the planet — Morocco’s 

Sahara Desert. 

More than 1,000 athletes from around the world will travel there in April 

2017 to compete in the 32nd annual Marathon des Sables (MdS). The race 

covers 156 miles (250 kilometers) and lasts an entire week. It consists of five 

competitive stages and a sixth stage that is just for fun and raises money for 

charity. The course is different every year, and runners don’t receive course 

maps until the day before the race begins. They also receive compasses 

to help them navigate the desert and its steep sand dunes, rocky jebels 

(mountain passes), dried river beds, and windswept salt plains.

Race stages 1, 2, and 3 take place during the first three days of the 

MdS and typically involve distances between 19 and 26 miles (30–42 

kilometers). During stage 4, runners are given 1.5 days to cover a distance of 

approximately 50 miles (80 kilometers). Stage 5 entails running the distance 

of a marathon (26.2 miles/42.16 kilometers). There is a time limit for each 

stage, and participants who do not finish within the limit are disqualified. 

Athletes must finish each stage ahead of the camels that travel in the rear of 

the pack. About 10 percent of race participants walk the course, some run 

by Christine Graf

Human  
versus  
Desert: 

  
The Marathon deS Sables

Competitors 

run on the 

dunes during 

the Marathon 

of Sands. The 

Marathon of Sands 

is a race with 

the reputation of 

being the most 

difficult in the 

world.

19

Human  
versus  
Desert: 

  
The Marathon deS Sables

the entire course, but most alternate between running and walking. The 

fastest competitors average around 9 miles (14 kilometers) per hour while 

the slowest average just less than 2 miles (3 kilometers) per hour. 

As if the race itself isn’t grueling enough, athletes must carry a week’s 

worth of food and supplies. They are advised to pack high carbohydrate 

foods and to eat between 3,000 and 4,000 calories per day. Participants 

are given daily rations of water, and they sleep in eight-man tents that are 

provided by the race staff. Everything else they need must be carried in 

their backpacks. Sleeping bags, anti-venom pumps (for scorpion stings), 

and emergency flares are required, and small cooking stoves with fuel 

tablets are recommended. Hats/head coverings must be worn to protect 

against heat exhaustion and sunstroke, and sand gaiters — coverings 

that keep sand out of shoes — are strongly recommended. Gaiters help 

prevent blisters, which are a constant and painful problem for many 

runners.

Temperatures during the race average between 95°–110° F (35°–40°C) 

but can reach 120°F (50°C). Nighttime temperatures can drop to 50°F 

(10°C), which is why sleeping bags are required. The heat is not the only 

weather-related challenge in the Sahara. Ferocious winds, sandstorms, 

and rainstorms can occur at any time. In 1994, an Italian runner named 

Mauro Prosperi wandered in the desert for 10 days after getting lost in 

Runners must carry their own supplies during this grueling marathon. 
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ARTICLE: Mosques, Medinas, and the Mahkama
Magazine pages 22-25, Expository Nonfiction 

WRITING

Write an Op-Ed  The article says, “   some tourist sites will claim that it’s the real 

Rick’s from the movie, but it was built in 2000  The real cafe only existed on a 

Hollywood back lot ” What’s your opinion on people profiting from something 

that isn’t genuine? As the editor of a newspaper, state your feelings about this and 

support them with facts and examples  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Use details from the article to create a T-chart listing each destination and the 

distinguishing features   CCSS Reading 1

•  What conclusions can be drawn about Casablanca? Support your conclusions 

with facts mentioned in the article   CCSS Reading 1

• Determine the relationships between each place and the people who frequent 

it: tourists or local residents  How do their purposes differ?  CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Interpret Visual Information  Use the accompanying photos and illustrations 

to explain how Casablanca’s geography aids it as a tourist destination  What 

effect does this have on the economy of this area?  CCSS Reading 7

• Evaluate Evidence  Locate evidence throughout the article emphasizing 

Casablanca’s role in the movement of people, goods, and ideas  Is the 

evidence sufficient?  CCSS Reading 8

PREPARE TO READ

Show students a movie trailer for “Casablanca ” Ask students what their 

impressions of the city are from the trailer  As they read, have students check 

whether their impressions were accurate or not 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
promenade (p. 23) a public 

place for walking, especially along 

a beach

pilgrimage (p. 25) a journey to a 

holy place 

Math  The movie Casablanca grossed 
$3 7 million in 1942  Calculate that 
amount in today’s dollars  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Cultural practices 
are affected by environmental and 
physical characteristics of places  

CORE CONTENT

Casablanca is Morocco’s most famous city  From ancient 

architecture and holy grounds to a recreated famous 

Hollywood cafe, visitors to this city get a glimpse of 

Casablanca then and now  
Le
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Casablanca is perhaps Morocco’s most famous city, an important port 

and commercial center on the Atlantic Ocean. But Casablanca is also an 

interesting place to visit, partly because of the traces of its French heritage as 

well as for being the setting for a famous old movie by the same name. If you 

are lucky enough to visit Casablanca, here are some sites you won’t want to 

miss.

The Hassan II Mosque
Casablanca doesn’t have as many imposing or unusual buildings as some 

famous cities do, but visitors must see the Hassan II Mosque, which was 

commissioned by King Hassan II and completed in 1993 after 13 years of work. 

Costing $800 million, it was financed through contributions from the public. 

Built on land that was reclaimed from a slum near the sea, the mosque actually 

sits on a platform above the Atlantic Ocean and is built of marble, granite, and 

cedar in the Moorish style of arched doorways and carved columns. Part of the 

floor is glass, so worshipers can see the ocean below them. 

by Marcia Amidon Lusted

Mosques,  
Medinas,  
and the  
Mahkama:  
Exploring 
Casablanca

The Hassan II Mosque took 13 years to complete. 
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The Corniche
Casablanca is a seaside city, and the Corniche is a neighborhood right on the 

ocean. It was once home to Casablanca’s fanciest resort hotels and nightclubs, 

but now it has many Western-style restaurants and movie theaters. It is a great 

place for walking, as well as people-watching from sidewalk cafes. Ocean lovers 

should also visit the Aïn Diab Plage, a beach with swimming and picnicking, as 

well as horseback and camel rides. 

Place Muhammad V
The grand Place Muhammad V is a public 

square surrounded by buildings in the art 

deco architectural style of the early 20th 

century. It is the best place to see what 

the city looked like a hundred years ago. 

The buildings include the courthouse, the 

Bank Al Maghreb, the Grand Post Office, the 

French consulate, and the Wilaya, which 

was once the police headquarters and is 

now the governor’s office. Many boulevards 

lead off the square with more beautiful 

buildings, and the Parc de la Ligue Arabe 

is to the south. This park was designed in 

1918 and has majestic palm trees lining a 

promenade.

The Hassan II Mosque took 13 years to complete. 

Ocean lovers 

flock to the 

Corniche, one of 

Casablanca’s seaside 

neighborhoods.

Moroccans take a break on a bench in Place Muhammad V. 
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ARTICLE: Believer to Believer: The King Hassan II Mosque
Magazine pages 26-28, Expository Nonfiction 

WRITING

Write an Expository Essay  Conduct short research into the roles of men and 

women in the Islamic faith  What are the duties of each and how is this evidenced in 

their worship and family life? Use a five paragraph structure to compose your essay 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Which features of the mosque emphasize religion? The region? The ecology? 

Locate details from the article supporting your ideas   CCSS Reading 1

•  Find examples of symbolism mentioned in the article  What do you learn about 

Islam from the symbolism? Is there a recurring theme?   CCSS Reading 2

• Use details from the article to compare/contrast worship in the mosque to 

other major religions   CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Interpret Figurative Meaning  Determine the meanings of these phrases: 1  

Morocco was “rooted in Africa, watered by Islam, and rustled by the winds 

of Europe ” 2  “Believer is to believer as the mutually upholding sections of a 

building ”  CCSS Reading 4

• Determine Author’s Purpose  What purpose does the author have in writing 

this article? What details from the text support your answer?  CCSS Reading 6

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students to summarize what they know about the Islamic faith  Where do 

Muslims worship? When? How often? What are the pillars of their faith? 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
minaret (p. 26) a tall, thin tower 

of a mosque with a balcony from 

which the people are called to prayer 

mosque (p. 26) ]  a building that 

is used for Muslim religious services

ecology (p. 26) a science that 

deals with the relationships between 

groups of living things and their 

environments 

prostrate (p. 28) lying with the 

front of your body turned toward 

the ground 

Science  The mosque was built on 
reclaimed waterfront  Research the 
steps to land reclamation and draw a 
diagram depicting them  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Cultural practices are 
affected by the dominant religion of 
a region  

CORE CONTENT

Casablanca’s King Hassan II Mosque is considered by 

some to be the 8th wonder of the world  Blending Islamic 

architecture with indigenous influences and ecology 

informed the construction of this mosque—the 13th largest 

in the world  
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Allah’s throne was upon the water. 
— The Qur’an

Built on a floating platform over the sea, the 

golden-domed minaret of King Hassan II’s great 

mosque rises more than 600 feet above Casablanca. 

From the minaret, a 21st century laser beam that 

can be seen up to 50 miles away directs the prayers 

of the faithful Muslims toward Mecca, the ancient 

birthplace of Islam. 

King Hassan II believed that Morocco was “rooted 

in Africa, watered by Islam, and rustled by the winds 

of Europe.” In 1980, he decided to create a great 

mosque at the westernmost point of the Muslim 

world. He picked the waterfront location (three 

sides are surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean) for two 

reasons. First, King Hassan II hoped his mosque 

would help spread Islam’s “word of peace” to all who 

shared the great oceans of the world. Second, he 

wanted to build a magnificent spiritual center reflecting 

the best of Morocco, a design highlighting the finest 

architecture, crafts, and customs of the nation. 

Berber influences, Islamic architecture, European 

styles, and Morocco’s own natural ecology all 

contributed to the development of a uniquely Moroccan 

architecture. For centuries, Morocco’s “community of 

Believer to Believer: The Hassan II Mosque 
by Cyndy Hall

The Hassan II Mosque was once the 

largest in the world. Today it ranks 13th. 
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believers” lived and worshipped in a series of 

simple, spacious buildings surrounded by large 

courtyards protected by thick walls. Inside, 

tiled fountains and colorful gardens provided a 

relaxing oasis from the heat and dust of the city. 

King Hassan II’s mosque is the largest in 

Morocco, and the 13th largest in the world. 

The entire complex covers more than 239,000 

square yards of reclaimed waterfront. Every 

detail in the giant mosque’s design and 

decoration has a special purpose. Visitors first 

walk past outer walls decorated in soft shades 

of green and white (the Islamic colors of peace 

and tolerance). Classic Moroccan keyhole 

archways and dozens of marble columns lead 

the eye across a vast, open esplanade (large 

enough for 80,000 worshippers) to the central 

building. 

Before prayer can begin, all Muslims 

participate in a ritual washing of the hands and 

feet. In ancient times, Muslims without 

access to water used sand to clean 

themselves. At the Hassan II Mosque, 

dozens of colorful mosaic fountains 

and washing areas decorate the central 

courtyard and the medersa (pronounced 

meh-DEER-sah), or religious school. 

The esplanade is usually crowded with 

people — worshippers at prayer, tourists, 

and families on outings. Other small 

groups relax and meet friends at the end 

of a long workday. Students of Islam read 

the Qur’an at small pavilions set up in one 

corner of the courtyard. Glittering metal 

doors beckon worshippers to the prayer 

hall. Before entering, everyone takes off his 

or her shoes, placing them in special plastic 

bags they carry throughout their visit. 

Men continue walking into the 

main prayer hall, a space designed to 

Believer to Believer: The Hassan II Mosque 

The interior of the mosque is open to non-Muslims through guided tours. 
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ARTICLE: Temporary Tattoos: Henna-Style
Magazine page 29, Expository Nonfiction

WRITING

Write a Business Plan Assume you are starting a henna tattoo business in your 

town  How will you advertise and build clientele? What will your startup costs be? 

Where will you obtain the money? Create a plan for the new business 

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• How did the custom of henna tattoos spread to different regions? Draw 

conclusions based on evidence in the article   CCSS Reading 1

• Use details from the article to determine a theme for henna tattoos and what 

they represent  Why are they suitable for festivals and weddings?  

 CCSS Reading 2

•  Use details from the article to show that while different regions may share a 

custom, there are differences in the way it is practiced   CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Word Choice  The opening sentence contains an oxymoron  What is 

the meaning of it? CCSS Reading 4

• Analyze Text Features  The article makes use of headers to separate content  

How does this help you understand the main idea of the article?   

CCSS Reading 5

PREPARE TO READ

Show students images of henna tattoos  Have students hypothesize about 

their purpose, who wears them, and why they are popular  Ask if anyone has 

seen their use in the U S  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
mummy (p. 29) a dead body of a 

person or animal prepared for burial in 

the manner of the ancient Egyptians 

by treating it with oils and wrapping it 

in strips of cloth 

geometric (p. 29) a pattern using 

points, lines, and angles

Art  Make a henna tattoo design  Use 
a black ink pen and trace your hand 
on a piece of cardstock  Then fill in 
the design  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Human activities 
affect the cultural characteristics of 
places and regions  

CORE CONTENT

An ancient art form is once again gaining popularity: henna tattoos  

In Morocco, the practice of henna tattoos is a way to prepare a 

bride for her wedding or to celebrate at a festival  Although the 

patterns vary by regions, all agree that the practice brings blessings 

to those who wear them  
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new, ancient art is back in style. People everywhere 

are discovering the fun of displaying beautiful 

designs on their skin — through henna tattoos.

What is Henna?
Henna is a small flowering shrub that grows in 

northern Africa, northern Australia, and southern Asia. 

Its leaves are dried and ground into a fine reddish-

brown powder that is used for dying clothes, hair, and 

skin.  

History of Henna
Henna’s exact origins are unclear, but it is said that 

Cleopatra used henna to adorn her body in ancient 

Egypt. Egyptians also used the dye to paint the nails 

of mummies before burial. In Morocco, the henna 

tradition is more than 2,000 years old. The practice of 

applying henna is believed to bring God’s blessing, or 

baraka.  

Henna Today
The art of applying henna to hands and feet is called 

Mehndi. It is a joyous part of many celebrations and 

festivals. In Morocco, the bride attends a henna party 

(Beberiska) the night before the wedding ceremony. 

Female friends and relatives cover the bride’s hands 

and feet with highly detailed patterns to symbolize 

joy, beauty, and spiritual awakening.  By the end of 

the party, everyone is ready for the wedding day, 

painted with personalized henna designs.

Henna tattoos are different in different regions. 

Henna designs in India feature fine lines and floral 

patterns, while Arabic henna designs are larger in 

scale, and African patterns are bolder and more 

geometric.

Fun Factor
For those who don’t want to permanently stain their 

skin, henna is a painless alternative to tattoos. It lasts 

10–14 days and has no harmful effects on the skin.  

by Pat Betteley

A HENNA HOW-TO GUIDE
• Order organic, pure, ground henna online from a reputable 

source. Do not order black henna with the chemical PPD in it 

or pre-made paste.

• Sift the henna powder and mix it with lemon juice in a bowl.  

• Strain the henna paste through a nylon stocking so it won’t 

clog the applicator. (Mess alert! Latex gloves recommended.) 

Place the smooth paste in a cone or carrot bag.

• Clean the area to be decorated with alcohol to remove oils 

and lotions, which cause barriers between the stain and the skin.  

• Squeeze the henna paste out of its cone, pulling, not pushing, 

the paste until the design is complete.

• Place a hypoallergenic first aid bandage tape on the design to 

keep the tattoo sealed for a few hours or overnight so it doesn’t 

crack and fall off too soon.  

• Remove the tape with vegetable or olive oil. DO NOT WASH 

WITH WATER. For best results, wait 24 hours before getting the 

design wet.

• At first, the tattoo will appear orange. It will get darker with time.

TEMPORARY TATTOOS: HENNA-STYLE

        TEMPORARY TATTOOS: HENNA-STYLE

A henna tattoo will last about 10 to 14 days. 

A
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ARTICLE: The Date Palm: More Than Just a Tree
Magazine pages 30-32, Expository Nonfiction

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Collaborate Humans have had both positive and negative effects on the date palms  

Discuss these effects with a partner and brainstorm ways to curb the negative effects  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•  Refer to facts in the article to construct a list of parts of the date palm and their 

uses   CCSS Reading 1 

• Summarize the importance of the date palm to Moroccan culture  Include facts 

from the article in your summary   CCSS Reading 2

• Use details from the article to locate examples of cause/effect relationships   

CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Interpret Figurative Meaning The author states that date palms symbolize 

protection and prosperity in Moroccan culture  Cite evidence from the article 

to give examples of this symbolism   CCSS Reading 4

• Determine Point of View  How does the author view the events that have 

led to a reduction in the number of date farmers? What details from the text 

support your answer?  CCSS Reading 6

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students if they’ve ever eaten dates  Encourage students to describe 

the taste and texture  For those who haven’t tasted a date, explain that 

they’re similar to a fig or prune  Tell students that dates are a major cash 

crop in Morocco  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
arid (p. 31) having very little rain 

or water 

pollinate (p. 31) to give (a plant) 

pollen from another plant of the same 

kind so that seeds will be produced 

overconsumption (p. 31) 

the action or fact of consuming 

something to excess

Science  Examine the difference between 
self-pollination and cross-pollination in 
plants  What role have humans assumed 
in the pollination of dates?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Patterns of food 
consumption are influenced by the 
available resources in a region  

CORE CONTENT

From food to furniture, the date palm is a natural resource 

that provides many Moroccans with an income source  

Disease and land development have threatened the 

number of trees, but science and government are stepping 

in to protect this important resource of Moroccan culture  
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The date palm is synonymous with Morocco, 

and millions of these majestic fruit-bearing 

trees grow throughout the country. They 

are one of the oldest cultivated fruit trees in 

the world, and dates have provided critical 

nourishment as well as a source of income to 

the people of Morocco for thousands of years.

More than 100 different varieties of dates 

grow throughout the country. A staple of the 

Moroccan diet, dates contain protein, vitamins, 

minerals, and sugar — lots of sugar. Their high 

sugar content (between 40 and 80 percent) 

helps protect them from bacterial contamination 

and enables them to last for years. The average 

Moroccan eats almost seven pounds (three 

kilograms) of dates annually, and those living in 

date-producing regions eat closer to 35 pounds 

(16 kilograms). Dates are eaten as snacks and are 

by Christine Graf

used as ingredients in everything from desserts 

to stews. They can also be used to make juice, 

wine, syrup, and vinegar. 

Dates were a favorite food of Muhammed, 

the founder of Islam, and he instructed 

Muslims to break their fast during Ramadan 

by eating dates. This tradition continues in 

modern-day Morocco. The Qur’an mentions 

the date palm more than 20 times and refers 

to it as evidence of God’s bounty. The tree, a 

symbol associated with the Islamic religion, 

is referred to as the “tree of life.” Date palms 

are an important part of Morocco’s culture 

and religion and symbolize protection and 

prosperity.  Historically, dates have been the 

chief source of wealth for many Moroccans. 

The country exports approximately 100,000 

metric tons of the fruit each year.

The Date Palm:  
More Than Just a Tree

More than 100 different varieties of dates are grown throughout Morocco. 
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Date palms thrive in Morocco’s arid climate 

and are able to tolerate high temperatures 

and drought. Trees average around 75 feet (23 

meters) in height and live for up to 150 years. 

Leaves measure up to 16 feet (5 meters) in 

length and are used to make many products 

including brooms, fans, crates, furniture, fences, 

and baskets. Tree trunks are used for timber, 

and the single hard seeds of the date itself are 

used to make soaps and perfumes and are 

ground into animal feed. In fact, every part of 

the date palm except for the roots has been 

used by generations of industrious Moroccans. 

The tree has been especially useful in the 

production of a wide variety of medications.

Of course, it is the date itself that is the 

most prized product of the date palm. Only 

female trees produce fruit, and they are hand-

pollinated by date farmers who place flowers 

from male trees onto the branches of female 

trees. Each mature tree yields between 90 and 

180 pounds (40 to 80 kilograms) of fruit during 

its peak fruit-bearing years. The dates grow 

in large, heavy bunches and are harvested by 

hand or with heavy equipment or mechanical 

shakers. To harvest dates by hand, nimble 

workers shimmy up trees and cut down date 

bunches with tamskarts, hooked knives with 

short wooden handles.  

In addition to producing fruit, date palms 

offer protection from Morocco’s strong desert 

winds. Individual trees and palm groves 

provide much-needed shade and help protect 

the country’s soil from eroding. Morocco’s 

largest grove was planted in Marrakesh, a 

prized Moroccan tourist destination, in the 

11th century. The trees were irrigated by a 

khettarras, an elaborate system of man-made 

canals and wells that transported water from 

outlying hill towns. The grove, home to 

hundreds of thousands of date palms, covered 

40,000 acres (16,187 hectares) in the early 

1900s. Today, it is less than half that size. Many 

date farmers could no longer afford to farm the 

land after a tourism boom caused land values to 

skyrocket in the late 1990s. Land developers built 

hotels, golf courses, and swimming pools where 

many date palms once stood. Trees that were left 

standing suffered due to a water shortage caused 

by drought and overconsumption. As a result, the 

government has committed millions of dollars to 

planting hundreds of thousands of new date palms 

in Marrakesh.

A woman picks off the dates from harvested stalks. 
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ARTICLE: Family Life
Magazine pages 34-35, Expository Nonfiction

WRITING

Write a News Article  Assume you write for a major newspaper and you’ve been 

assigned to travel to Morocco to write about the education system  Use details from 

this article to provide your readers with facts (not your opinions) that will inform 

your audience about the state of education in Morocco  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• The author says, “Money being sent back into Morocco to their families is the 

country’s largest source of income ” What conclusions can you draw from this?  
CCSS Reading 1 

•  Locate facts from the text that help you summarize the challenges facing 

Moroccan families   CCSS Reading 2

• Use details from the text to compare/contrast Moroccan families with your own 

family structure  Note any extreme similarities or differences   CCSS Reading 3 

Craft and Structure

• Evaluate Evidence  The article claims that family is the “center of Moroccan 

life ” Is the evidence presented to support this claim relevant? Why or why 

not?  CCSS Reading 8

• Analyze Text Features  How do the subheadings organize the information 

presented? Use each subhead to form a question and then answer it    

CCSS Reading 5

PREPARE TO READ

Remind students that Islam is the dominant religion of Morocco  With this 

background knowledge, encourage students to predict what family life is like 

in Morocco  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
sacred (p. 34) worthy of religious 

worship

paramount (p. 34) very 

important

illiterate (p. 35) not knowing how 

to read or write 

Language Arts  Create an acrostic 
poem about Moroccan family life  Use 
FAMILY as the heading  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT

Social Studies  Cultural practices are 
affected by the dominant religion of 
a region 

CORE CONTENT

Moroccans are dedicated to their religion and their 

families  With recent changes to family law, women have 

gained more rights  But change comes slowly to rural 

areas where inequality remains a challenge  A devotion to 

family closeness binds all Moroccan citizens  
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Along with their Muslim faith, family is the 

center of Moroccans’ lives. “Family” does not 

just mean one’s immediate family; it also includes 

the extended family. Most men continue to live 

with their families after they are married. The 

elderly are respected, and multiple generations 

may live together or in communal areas. 

Working Together
The family is held sacred and works together to 

make decisions as a group. Each member plays 

a role — the father works to feed and house 

his family; the mother cares for the home and 

oversees the children and their education; and 

children are obedient to their parents and care 

for them in old age. Modernization has impacted 

these roles, but dedication to the family remains 

paramount.

Islam is the official religion of Morocco, 

and nearly 100 percent of the population are 

followers of the religion. Families follow, respect, 

and honor the teachings of the Qur’an to guide 

their daily life. Muslims believe that Muhammad 

received the word of God (Allah in Arabic) 

in revelations from the Angel Gabriel. Those 

revelations became the Qur’an, the holy book 

that directs believers to follow the Five Pillars of 

Islam, the basic commitments to the faith.

Urban and Rural Life
More people live in the urban areas of Morocco 

than rural. Major cities such as Fes, Casablanca, 

Rabat, Marrakesh, and Tangier are like major 

cities anywhere in the world; modern, traditional, 

historic, diverse in wealth, and bustling with 

tourism. Families that live in the rural areas are 

comprised mostly of women, children, and the 

Family Life by Colette Weil Parrinello

elderly because the men have left to find work 

in other towns and countries. Money being 

sent back into Morocco to their families is the 

country’s largest source of income. 

Changes in Mudawana, the 
Family Law
Moroccan family life is male-dominated, and 

traditionally the emphasis has been on boys. 

King Mohammed VI made a historic speech in 

2003 calling for radical changes for women in 

the Moroccan Mudawana, or family law. In 2004, 

Parliament granted women equal rights to men 

in nearly every aspect of the law — revolutionary 

in the Arab world — making Moroccan women 

the most liberated among Arab countries. 

The marriage contract is now an equal 

partnership, and the rights of children are also 

improved. The law raised the age a woman 

could marry from 15 to 18 years, and women 

can marry whom they choose, without the 

permission of the male family head. A woman is 

no longer required by law to obey her husband. 

Women have more rights in divorce, including 

equal claim to the family home, may divorce 

without the husband’s consent, cannot be 

thrown out of the family home, and have first 

right to custody of children. But honoring these 

laws, especially in rural communities and areas 

with deep tradition and history, will take a long 

time to become practice.

Family Needs and School 
Inequality
Children are required to attend school, public or 

private, between the ages of 6 and 12. Students 

attend school from 8 until noon and then come 

34 35

by Colette Weil Parrinello
home for family lunch, Moroccan mint tea, 

prayers, and rest, and return to school from 2 

until 5 pm. Only half of all girls are enrolled in 

secondary school (three years of middle school 

and three years of high school) versus two-thirds 

of all boys. 

Many students, especially girls in rural areas, 

don’t attend because they need to work and help 

support the family. Girls are expected to marry 

and care for a household. Location also prohibits 

some children from attending school because the 

school may be too far away for students to walk 

to. As a result, nearly half of rural girls are illiterate. 

The added challenge is the multiple 

languages that are spoken or taught. When 

Morocco became an independent nation from a 

French protectorate in 1955, Arabic became the 

national language. But more than 60 percent of 

the population is Imazighen, sometimes called 

Berber. They speak their own language, which 

is completely different from Arabic. In 2011, 

Mohammed VI declared that Berber would also 

be an official language of Morocco, so students 

may be taught in Arabic, French, or Berber. 

Furthermore, English is now a language of choice 

to learn and is being taught in middle schools. 

Although the Moroccan family continues to 

be modernized through legislation, education, 

technology, and public sentiment, it maintains its 

deep devotion to family closeness. The health, 

care, and welfare of the entire extended family 

is very important and draws strength from 

Morocco’s rich historic traditions and Muslim faith.  

FAST FACTS 

• Five Pillars of Islam

Shahada: Profess faith by declaring, “There is no 

god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger 

of Allah.”

Salat: Pray five times a day, at dawn, noon, 

afternoon, sunset, and evening.

Zakat: Give charity to those in need.

Saum: Fast from dawn to sundown every day 

during the month of Ramadan.

Hajj: Make a pilgrimage to Mecca, Islam’s holiest 

city, at least once in a lifetime if physically and 

financially able.

• As one of the Five Pillars of Islam, families are called 

to prayer five times a day by the muezzin (chosen 

person at the mosque to lead the call to prayer) who 

uses a loudspeaker on the minaret (a tall tower in a 

mosque). Primarily men go to the mosque, while the 

women pray at home with the children. If women 

attend the mosque, they pray in another area that is 

separate from the men.

• Although Morocco has strong cultural traditions, its 

citizens are busy users of cell phones, social media, 

and new technology.

• Traditional homes called dar are designed 

according to Muslim law to show separation of 

private and public life. The home may not look 

out onto another home. The inside is for family 

enjoyment and may have an inside garden.

A central 

courtyard 

is a place 

for family 

enjoyment. 
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ARTICLE: Let’s Speak Moroccan!
Magazine pages 38-39, Expository Nonfiction

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Write a Speech  You want to study the Arabic language, but it’s not offered as a 

class until you are in college  Write a speech you might present to your local school 

board listing the reasons why learning Arabic would be beneficial  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

• Why are there dialects of the Arabic language? Locate evidence from the text   

CCSS Reading 1

• What is the relationship between geography and dialect? Make inferences 

based on the information in this article   CCSS Reading 1

•  What is the main idea of this article? What ideas support the main idea? Cite 

details from the text to support your answer   CCSS Reading 2

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Text Structure  Why do you think the author uses a comparison text 

structure? What other structure could be used and how would the format of 

the article change if the other structure was used?  CCSS Reading 5

• Determine Point of View  Based on the Arabic words the author chose to 

include, what do you think the author’s point of view is on what makes a 

visitor to Morocco a “good guest?”  CCSS Reading 6

PREPARE TO READ

Tell students that there are 180 million people in the world that speak Arabic  

Then show students an example of the Arabic alphabet  Ask students to find 

similarities and differences between the English and Arabic alphabets   

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
dialect (p. 38) a form of a 

language that is spoken in a particular 

area and that uses some of its own 

words, grammar, and pronunciations 

Music  Although spoken languages 
differ, music is written in classical 
notation that remains the same 
throughout the world  Listen to some 
popular Arabic tunes or play Arabic 
sheet music  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Language helps 
distinguish one place from another  

CORE CONTENT

Although Arabic is a major language of the Middle East 

and is one of the official languages of Morocco, different 

dialects have arisen within the language   
Le
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Let’s Speak 
MOROCCAN!

While Arabic is spoken by more than 180 million people in the Middle 

East, there are great differences in the spoken language between the 

Arab countries. The Arab dialect spoken in Morocco is different from, say, the 

Egyptian and Jordanian dialects, because Morocco, on the far west of North 

Africa, has its own culture. In fact, Maghreb, the Moroccan word for Morocco, 

actually means “west.” 

The Arabic alphabet has 29 basic letters, with additional vowel marks and 

symbols. It is called “cursive” because the letters of a word are joined (in print 

and in handwriting), and this changes the shape of the letters, in some cases 

quite drastically. 

In addition, some letters have three different forms, depending on their position 

in a word. Most of the sounds of Arabic are similar to those of English, with 

some important exceptions: 

  the “g” is always hard, as in “girl”; 

  the “h” before a consonant is breathy; 

  “kh” is a soft k sound like the Scottish word “loch”; and 

  “gh” is a guttural sound much like the French “r.” 

by Leah Dolinger

39

What is most unusual about Arabic is the way the consonants follow each 

other without the use of vowels. It is like saying “brrrr” when it is cold. 

If you are in Morocco, these words and phrases will help you be a good guest. 

b’s-LA-meh: Goodbye (literally, “peace”) 

AHS-bark?: How are you? 

la-BEHS: Fine, well. 

a-GHEE-l’hna: Come here. 

E’YEH: Yes. 

LAH: No. 

HA-dah: this is 

b’zh-AHF: very 

H’AR: spicy and hot 

H’LOO: sweet 

ba-TA-ta: potato 

M’ZHIEN: delicious, good 

mei-DA: table 

m’kh-da: cushion 

l’kh’m: meats 

ZID: more 

SHWI-esh: less 

ba-RA-ka: enough 

zh’TOON: olives 

kh’UBZ: bread 

f’L-f’l: pepper 

LEYK-ter-hehk: Thank you. 

ba-RAK-kal-LAA-hu FEEK: Many thanks and blessings to you.

by Leah Dolinger
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ARTICLE: A Pound of Flesh
Magazine pages 42-45, Play/Folktale

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Debate  Did Mohamed make a poor business deal? Look at the important backstory 

the author reveals  What would the Creditor be thinking? Mohamed? Then debate 

whether or not all hasty decisions are bad decisions  Think of examples to support 

your side of the debate  

CLOSE READING AND TEXT ANALYSIS

Key Ideas

•  Create a list of adjectives the author uses to reveal the main characters’ traits   
CCSS Reading 1

• Use details from the characters’ words and actions to determine the moral of 

this folktale   CCSS Reading 2

• Locate examples of cause/effect relationships mentioned in the folktale  How 

do these relationships create tension/climax/resolution?  CCSS Reading 3

Craft and Structure

• Analyze Mood  What is the mood of this play? What words or phrases help to 

create this mood?  CCSS Reading 4

• Analyze Text Structure  What purpose do narrators serve in this play? Cite 

evidence from the text to support your answer   CCSS Reading 5

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students to summarize what they know about inheritances  What is an 

inheritance? What are the pros and cons of receiving one? Then ask students 

to make predictions about what they would do with an inheritance  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How have physical and 
human characteristics of 
place shaped Moroccan 
culture?  

KEY VOCABULARY
rival (p. 42) a person that tries 

to defeat or be more successful than 

another 

forfeit (p. 45) to lose or give 

up (something) as a punishment or 

because of a rule or law 

Language Arts  Define irony  
Discuss whether the hero(ine) in 
this story being a woman is an 
example of irony  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Social Studies  Oral traditions reflect 
human characteristics of place  

CORE CONTENT

A careless son named Mohamed loses his inheritance and 

then makes a hasty business deal with his father’s former 

rival  Knowing he is doomed, Mohamed attempts to end 

his life  A princess intervenes and solves Mohamed’s 

dilemma  
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      A Play Based on a Moroccan Folktale

CHARACTERS:  Narrator 1, Narrator 2, Merchant, Mohamed, Creditor, Yasmine, and Judge

Narrator 1: In ancient times in the city of Casablanca, Morocco, there lived a rich, important merchant. 

He became deathly ill and called for his only son.

Merchant: Son, what will you do with my money after I am gone?

Mohamed: I will give it to anyone who needs it and attend all parties to which I am invited. What else 

would I do with it, Father?

Merchant: (shaking his head) I am sorry that I was always too busy to teach you how to make your 

money grow, son.

Narrator 1: After his father died, Mohamed did, indeed, squander his inheritance on gifts and parties. 

With no roof over his head or food in his belly, Mohamed went to the marketplace to beg. But on 

every street corner, he was ashamed to meet customers and friends of his father. 

Mohamed: I will move to Marrakesh where no one knows me.

Narrator 2: Mohamed walked barefoot from the coast of the Atlantic across the sand dunes until he 

saw the red minarets of Marrakesh, with the snowy Atlas Mountains towering behind.

Mohamed: I will find my fortune here.

Narrator 2: Soon, he was begging in the square, surrounded by fire-eaters, storytellers, and traveling 

merchants. One day, a man called him by name.

Creditor: Mohamed, is that you begging?

Narrator 1: Mohamed recognized the man as a rich rival of his father. Ashamed, the young man lied.

Mohamed: I was traveling to buy goods when I was robbed.

Narrator 1: Although he was secretly pleased to see his rival’s son begging, the crafty creditor put on 

a kind face.

43
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      A Play Based on a Moroccan Folktale
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CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read  Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple articles  Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9) 

•  Gather information from across multiple texts to compile a list of cultural traits of 
Moroccan society  Then construct a Venn diagram to compare/contrast this list with 
typical American society  Highlight areas of extreme similarities and differences  

• Religion is a part of culture  How does religion define Morocco? Gather information 
from multiple articles to draw conclusions  Then use this information to create a 
multiple choice quiz to administer to your teacher or classmates 

•  “Go big or go home” is a popular American expression  But Moroccans seem to live 
by a similar adage  Locate examples of this in multiple articles and write a summary 
of how this expression manifests in Moroccan culture 

• Symbolism can be found in many areas of Moroccan life  Collect information from 
across texts to create a poster-sized T-chart of items, colors, or patterns and what 
they symbolize 

• Natural and man-made resources depend on the physical geography of a region  
Gather information from across texts showing how Moroccans have adapted 
to the geography of this region by either using natural resources or creating/
building a resource of revenue  Then use this information to produce a mini-book 
reference guide 

Faces: Land of Extremes—Morocco © January 2017
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In this mini-unit, students will write a plan for an imaginary trade mission that seeks 
to facilitate international trade and foster better relations between the United States 
and Morocco  Through this activity, students will learn about Moroccan society and the 
resources that drive its economy 

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

MINI-UNIT

ENGAGE READ FOR A 
PURPOSE APPLY

ENGAGE: Engage students in the topic of Morocco by referring to the graphic organizer 
below. Discuss how the three features in the outer squares represent factors common to 
all nations. Explain that this issue of Faces will address how these factors have impacted 
Moroccan society. Engage students with this Essential Question: How have physical and 
human characteristics of place shaped Moroccan culture?

Morocco

Indigenous  
Cultures/People

Physical Geography/
Natural Resources

Movement of Peoples 
(e.g. migration, invasion) 
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READ FOR A PURPOSE 
 
INTRODUCE THE ACTIVITY: Explain to students that in this mini-unit, they will be going 
on an imaginary trade mission  Their dual purpose will be to facilitate international 
trade and foster better relations between our nations  To do this, students must choose 
an occupation/industry that would hold benefits for Moroccan citizens  Students will 
represent the U S  branch of this industry and encourage dialogue and trade with a 
Moroccan industry 

MINI-UNIT (cont )

RETURN TO THE TEXT: Explain that before students can embark on their trade mission, 
they must first gather information about Morocco (their travel destination) and the 
industries Moroccans value  To do this, they will choose articles from this issue and take 
notes using the graphic organizer below 

Article: Article: Article: 

Cultural   
Characteristics:

Cultural   
Characteristics:

Cultural   
Characteristics:

Industry of Value: Industry of Value: Industry of Value:

Jobs within This Industry: Jobs within This Industry: Jobs within This Industry:
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APPLY: TRADE MISSION: MOROCCO 
Now that students have gathered their information, they will use this knowledge 
to prepare for their trade mission to Morocco. Students will work independently to 
complete this project. Finally, gather students to present their mission to the class or 
in small groups.

MINI-UNIT (cont )

STEP 2: CULTURAL INFORMATION 
What do you need to understand 
about their culture/occupation before 
arriving? Enter this information on 
the graphic organizer 

STEP 4: STATE YOUR DUAL PURPOSE  
Explain how your trade mission will be 
of mutual benefit for both societies, 
economically and politically 

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR JOB TITLE 
AND TARGET INDUSTRY   
Use the information from the graphic 
organizer on page 19 to choose your 
target industry  (What industry would 
you like to represent in Morocco?) 
Enter this information in the graphic 
organizer on page 20 

STEP 3: DETERMINE YOUR 
MEANS OF PRESENTATION 
How will you promote your 
industry and communicate while 
in Morocco? Will you provide 
gifts, examples, extend an 
invitation to visit the U S ?

STEP 5: Present your idea for 
a trade mission to your class 

Faces: Land of Extremes—Morocco © January 2017
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NAME: _________________________

MOROCCAN INDUSTRY AND TRADE

Complete this graphic organizer using details from three articles of your choosing  
For the final category (Jobs within This Industry) make inferences as to what 
possible job fields are contained within the industry 

Article: Article: Article: 

Cultural   
Characteristics:

Cultural   
Characteristics:

Cultural   
Characteristics:

Industry of Value: Industry of Value: Industry of Value:

Jobs within This Industry: Jobs within This Industry: Jobs within This Industry:

Faces: Land of Extremes—Morocco © January 2017



20

NAME: _________________________

TRADE MISSION: MOROCCO

Facilitate  
International  

Trade

Foster Better 
Relations

Successful  
Trade

 Missions 

 My Job Title: 

My Target Industry In Morroco:

Important Things to Know: 

How Will I Present My Trade Opportunities: 

Dual Purpose Trade Mission: 

Economic Benefits: How Will It Improve Relations:

Faces: Land of Extremes—Morocco © January 2017
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Meeting State and National Standards:  
   Core Instructional Concepts

The articles in this magazine provide a wealth of opportunities for meeting state and national 
instructional standards  The following pages contain charts listing Core Instructional Concepts 
for each of three curricular areas: English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies  

USING THE STANDARDS CHARTS

ELA  
Corresponding CCSS anchor standards have been listed next to each item on the Core 
Instructional Concepts chart  To customize the chart, add your own grade, state, or district 
standards in the last column  Match the concepts and standards from the chart to the 
activities on each page of the Teacher’s Guide to complete your lesson plans 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES  
Content Concepts in each Article Guide are based on Dimension 2 of the CS Framework 
for Social Studies: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools  Use the last column in the 
accompanying chart to correlate these concepts to your state or district standards 
 

SCIENCE  
Content Concepts in each Article Guide are drawn from the Three Dimensions of the Next 
Generation Science Standards  You will also find connections to these concepts within 
individual close-reading questions 
 

MATH  
Content Opportunities for math activities are provided in the Cross-Curricular extensions on 
each Article Guide page 

Appendix
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   CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
READING, LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGE ARTS

SKILLS AND CONCEPTS CCSS ANCHOR 
STANDARD

CORRESPONDING 
STANDARD

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly. Reading 1

Make logical inferences to determine what the text communicates 

implicitly 
Reading 1

Cite specific textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from the 

text  
Reading 1

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development 
Reading 2

Summarize key supporting details and ideas. Reading 2

Analyze how individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 

the course of a text  
Reading 3

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE  

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text Reading 4

Determine technical, connotative, and figurative meanings. Reading 4

Analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone Reading 4

Analyze the structure of texts (sequence, cause/effect, compare/

contrast, problem/solution)
Reading 5

Recognize the genre, key elements, and characteristics of literary texts Reading 5

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 

text  
Reading 6

Analyze how an author’s style and tone affects meaning Reading 6

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats  Reading 7

Identify and evaluate the argument and claims in a text Reading 8

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics. Reading 9

WRITING
Write arguments to support claims, using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence  
Writing 1

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly and accurately 
Writing 2

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events Writing 3

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research 
Writing 9

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects. Writing 10
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CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
SOCIAL STUDIES

C3 INQUIRY ARC 
DIMENSION 2: APPLYING DISCIPLINARY CONCEPTS AND TOOLS

STATE OR 
DISTRICT 
STANDARD

CIVICS
Analyze the origins, functions, and structure of different governments and the origins and 

purposes of laws and key constitutional provisions 

Summarize core civic virtues and democratic principles.

Evaluate policies intended to address social issues 

ECONOMICS

Evaluate the benefits and costs of individual economic choices.

Analyze economic incentives, including those that cause people and businesses to specialize 

and trade 

Explain the importance of resources (i e  labor, human capital, physical capital, natural 

resources) in methods of economic production.

Explain the functions of money in a market economy 

Explain the importance of competition in a market economy 

Apply economic concepts (i e  interest rate, inflation, supply and demand) and theories of how 

individual and government actions affect the production of goods and services.

Analyze economic patterns, including activity and interactions between and within nations 

GEOGRAPHY
Construct and use maps and other graphic representations (i e  images, photographs, etc ) of 

different places 

Explain cultural influences on the way people live and modify and adapt to their environments 

Analyze places, including their physical, cultural and environmental characteristics and how 

they change over time 

Analyze movement of people, goods, and ideas.

Analyze regions, including how they relate to one another and the world as a whole from a 

political, economic, historical, and geographic perspective 

HISTORY
Interpret historical context to understand relationships among historical events or 

developments. 

Evaluate historical events and developments to identify them as examples of historical change 

and/or continuity.

Analyze perspectives, including factors that influence why and how individuals and groups 

develop different ones 

Evaluate historical sources, including their reliability, relevancy, utility, and limitations 

Analyze causes and effects, both intended and unintended, of historical developments 
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CORE INSTRUCTIONAL CONCEPTS:  
SCIENCE

DIMENSION 2: CROSSCUTTING CONCEPTS

Dimension 2 provides an organizational schema for integrating and interrelating knowledge from different science 

domains  The eight NGSS Crosscutting Concepts are as follows:

• Patterns

• Similarity and Diversity

• Cause and Effect

• Scale, Proportion, and Quantity

• Systems and System Models

• Energy and Matter

• Structure and Function

• Stability and Change

DIMENSION 3: DIMENSIONS AND DISCIPLINARY CORE IDEAS

Dimension 3 presents a contained set of Disciplinary Core Ideas to support deeper understanding and application of 

content  The following chart details Core Ideas for curriculum, instructional content, and assessments within four domains 

LIFE SCIENCE PHYSICAL SCIENCE EARTH SCIENCE SPACE SYSTEMS
• Structure and  

Function of  
Living Things

• Life Cycles and  
Stages

• Reproduction & 
Inherited Traits

• Animals

• Plants

• Forces and  
Interactions

• Energy

• Light

• Sound

• Electricity/  
Magnetism

• Matter

• Waves

• Heat

• Chemistry

• Information  
Processing

• Weather

• Climate

• Rocks & Soil

• Erosion and 
Weathering

• Landforms

• Water

• Oceans

• History of Earth

• Plate Tectonics

• Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes,  
and Tsunamis

• Solar System

• Planets

• Moon

• Sun

DIMENSION 1: SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING PRACTICES

Dimension 1 focuses on the practice of science, and how knowledge is continually adapted based on new findings  

The eight practices of the K-12 Science and Engineering Curriculum are as follows:

• Asking questions (for science) and defining 

problems (for engineering)

• Developing and using models

• Planning and carrying out investigations

• Analyzing and interpreting data

• Using mathematics and computational thinking

• Constructing explanations (for science) and designing 

solutions (for engineering)

• Engaging in argument from evidence

• Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information


